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Course description:  

Absent an authority greater than the individual state, the inter-state system is often characterized as anarchical.  Over time, however, states have created international organizations (IO’s) which, in addition to contributing to the solution of cross-national problems, also help to provide rules and structures to manage inter-state interaction.  Further, IO’s serve as venues in which learning processes can occur and expectations about norms of international interaction can be created and reinforced.  A more sanguine view of international organizations sees them as merely another venue in which states pursue their national interests.  This course will explore and analyze a number of approaches to understanding IO’s. The study of international organizations includes the exploration of formal international organizations (the United Nations), treaty organizations (the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO), regional organizations (the European Union, EU, and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ASEAN), and international non-governmental organizations (INGOs), like Amnesty International. From this course, students will develop an understanding of the field of International Organizations.  They will understand the evolution of international organizations as well as their roles, processes, and functions in the contemporary world.  Students will explore several organizations in greater depth and analyze how international and regional organizations are meeting the challenges posed by such developments as the end of the Cold War and globalization.
ASSIGNEMENTS 
Attendance and participation 

Your attendance in class lectures and seminars is important both for you and your classmates. For each missed class a student will lose 0,5% of the total grade. For more than 5 unexcused absences a student will be given X or F.  In force majeure circumstances (beyond your will), you have to provide reliable and verifiable evidence. 

Participation in class is important for developing presentation and communication skills, better comprehension of the concepts and ideas and creating a more productive learning atmosphere. Participation will be graded, with maximum of 10% of total grade. Students are expected to come to class well-prepared in order to engage in discussion, debate and other group activities. The quizzes will draw upon materials covered in the lectures, readings and seminars. They will require a short essay answer.
Presentation 

Each student will be assigned to make a presentation on a specific topic. Presentations should aim at generating discussion, and be analytical in their content as opposed to being descriptive. Presenters will be responsible for providing 10-15 minute speech analyzing questions provided, and facilitating the discussion of the class. The presentation will be assessed based on depth of research, clarity of argumentation and presentation and ability of a presenter to relate the topic to a wider context. Presentation is worth 15 % of total grade. 

Research essay 

Students are free to choose a topic of 1500-2000 words essay from the content of the course. The topic should be proposed to instructor till the end of the second week. The essay must be delivered to instructor before the last week. The assessment of the paper will mainly be based on:

· Structure of the paper,

· Argumentation,

· Consistency of the content, 

· Proper citations and a complete bibliography. 

Essay will worth 25% of your final grade. 

Exams

Two 80-minutes long exams will be held. Students have to answer the questions. NOT to reveal any information on the subject, but to give a specific answer on specific question. Each exam will counts for 25% of the total grade. 

Important ICP rules 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism, cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If you are unfamiliar with the definition of plagiarism, please read AUCA Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct.
The AUCA will soon adapt changes into the policy on academic honesty. The new rules will be explained to the class, but students should keep in mind that if a student is caught with a case of intentional plagiarism, the softest punishment would be an F for the assignment. If a student was caught with plagiarism in past, a she/he may face F for the course, suspension from the university.

Seminar tutor will provide a special session on plagiarism and ways to avoid it. Whenever you have questions or doubts, simply approach instructors and ask. We will always be happy to explain. 

Late submissions

Students are expected to duly respect all deadlines for submitting papers, essays and other types of homework. All due dates are announced beforehand, and are believed to provide sufficient time for preparing and submitting required works. The importance of respecting deadlines is related to 1) creating equal conditions for all students; 2) better organization of overall teaching and learning process. 

Late submissions will be penalized, with deduction of 10% of the grade per day. Any submission which is late for more than 10 minutes will be considered as one-day late paper.

In cases of force majeure circumstances (serious illness etc.), a student is expected to provide documented evidence. ICP department reserves the right to check these evidences.

Mobile phones
Mobile phones must be turned-off during the class. This is the demonstration of your respect for the class and contribution to creating a better learning atmosphere. 

I. Grading scale:

100 – 96 = A

“excellent”


70 – 66 = C

  95 – 91 = A –





65 – 61 = C –

  90 – 86 = B+





60 – 56 = D+

  85 – 81 = B

“good”



55 – 51 = D

“poor”

  80 – 76 = B –





50 – 46 = D –

  75 – 71 = C+

“average”


45 – lower = F 

“failure”

II. Schedule
	Weeks
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	12 and 15 January
	Introduction  
	

	2
	19 and 22 January
	History of International Organizations 
	“International Organization”, Alexander Thompson and Duncan Snidal.

	3
	26 and 29 January
	Theoretical Approaches to IOs: Global governance
	“The theoretical foundations of Global governance”, Margaret Karns, and Karen Mingst

	4
	2 and 5 February
	Theoretical Approaches to IOs: Regional organizations
	“Varieties of Regionalism”,  LeRoy Benett and James Oliver.

	5
	9 and 12 February
	Global governance: United Nations (UN) 
	“UN: centerpiece of global governance”, Margaret Karns, and Karen Mingst

	6
	16 and 19 February
	International Economic organizations: WB, IMF and WTO.
	“A better Globalization: Legitimacy, Governance and Reform”, Kemal Dervis. 

	7
	              26  February
	Regional organizations: European Union (EU)
	“The strategic culture of the EU: a progress report”, Paul Cornish, and Geoffrey Edwards. 

	8
	2 and 5 March 
	Midterm exam
	

	9
	
	SPRING BREAKE
	

	10
	16 and 19 March
	International Security organizations: 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
	“On the identity of NATO”, Helen Sjursen. 

	11
	23 and 26 March
	International Non-Governmental Organization’s
	“Non-state actors: NGOs, Networks, and Social Movements”, Margaret Karns, and Karen Mingst

	12
	30 and 2 April
	OSCE
	“The OSCE’s post-September 11 agenda and CA”, Maria Raquel Freire. 

	13
	6 and 9 April
	SCO
	“New and old regionalism: the SCO and Sino-CA relations”, Su Zhuangzhi.

	14
	13 and 16 April
	Eurazes
	“EURASIAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY: THORNY PATH OF DEVELOPMENT”, Rafael ULTANBAEV

	15
	20 and 23 April
	CIS and CSTO
	“The dark side of integration: ambitions of domination in Russia’s backward”, Oleksandr Sushko. 

	16
	27 and 30 April
	Perspectives of International Organizations
	“International organizations in retrospect and prospect”, LeRoy Benett and James Oliver. 

	17
	4 and 7 May
	Final exam
	


Additional readings 

Archer, Clive, International organizations, 1983

Feld, Werner J., International organizations: a comparative approach, 1994

Jordan, Robert S, International organizations a comparative approach to the management of cooperation, 2001

Bennett, A., International organizations: principles and issueslations, 1991

Karns, Margaret P. and Karen A. Mingst, International Organizations: The Politics and Processes of Global Governance.  Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2004. 
McCormick, John.  Understanding the European Union.  New York: Palgrave, 2008.  This book is referred to as McCormick in the course schedule.
 Weiss, Thomas G., David P. Forsythe, and Roger A. Coate.  The United Nations and Changing World Politics.   Boulder: Westview, 2010.  This book is referred to as Weiss et. al. in the course schedule.
Useful websites

A meta-list of international organizations can be found at http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govpub/resource/internat/igo.html.  
Amnesty International (Human rights promotion INGO)  http://www.amnesty.org/ 
Arab League (Official) http://www.arableagueonline.org/arableague/index_en.jsp  
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum (APEC—Official) http://www.apecsec.org.sg  
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN—Official) http://www.asean.or.id 
Atlantic Online (Contemporary affairs publication) http://www.theatlantic.com/foreign/ 
Commonwealth (Official) http://www.thecommonwealth.org/ 
EU Observer  (News about the EU) http://www.euobserver.com/ 
Euroguide (Guide to the European Union, United Kingdom) http://www.euroguide.org/ 
European Governments Online (from the EU) http://europa.eu.int/abc/governments/index_en.html 
European Union Online (Official) http://europa.eu.int/index_en.htm 
Francophonie (Organization of French-speaking countries—Official) http://www.francophonie.org/oif.cfm 
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA—Official) http://www.ftaa-alca.org/Alca_e.asp 
Freedom House (NGO) http://www.freedomhouse.org/ 
G-8 Information Center from the University of Toronto (Unofficial) http://www.g7.utoronto.ca/ 
G-77  (Group of 77 developing countries—Official) http://www.g77.org/   
Global Policy Forum (NGO working on UN affairs) http://www.globalpolicy.org/ 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC, Persian Gulf states—Official) http://www.gcc-sg.org/index_e.html  
International Labor Organization (ILO—Official) http://www.ilo.org/ 
Missions to the UN  (with links to missions’ websites) http://www.un.int/index-en/webs.html  
Non-Aligned Movement (Official) http://www.nam.gov.za/
New York Times http://www.nytimes.com (site requires registration, but it’s free)
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO—Official) http://www.nato.int 
Organization of American States (OAS—Official) http://www.oas.org/ 
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC—Official) http://www.oic-oci.org 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC—Official) http://www.opec.org/homepage/frame.htm 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC—Official) http://www.saarc-sec.org/  
South Center (IO of developing countries) http://www.southcentre.org/ 
Transparency International (INGO working against corruption) http://www.transparency.org/ 
United Nations (Official) http://www.un.org/english/   
United Nations Documentation Center  http://www.un.org/documents/  
United Nations News (Official)  http://www.un.org/News/ 
United Nations News (Yahoo!)  http://dailynews.yahoo.com/fc/World/United_Nations/ 
US Mission to the United Nations http://www.un.int/usa/  
US Department of State, International Organization Affairs (Official) http://www.state.gov/p/io/  
World Bank (Official) http://www.worldbank.org/  
World Trade Organization (WTO—Official)  http://www.wto.org 
World Wide Web Virtual Library (WWWVL) International Affairs Resources http://www.etown.edu/vl/ 
