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Course description:  

The topic of this course is water policy. We will explore key policy issues in the context of science, technology, and the practical management of water systems, and we’ll examine the nexus between water policy, environmental issues, and economics. The course will provide students with an opportunity to focus on a policy issue of broad environmental, social, and economic significance. We will explore the following questions: What are the key policy issues? What roles do science, technology, economics, law, and social and political factors play in the policy process? We will examine the basics of water supply and use, the science of water systems and watersheds, key concepts in water policy and management, and we will cover the basics of water law as a fundamental element of the context for water policy.

ASSIGNEMENTS 
Attendance and participation 

Your attendance in class lectures and seminars is important both for you and your classmates. For each missed class a student will lose 0,5% of the total grade. For more than 5 unexcused absences a student will be given X or F.  In force majeure circumstances (beyond your will), you have to provide reliable and verifiable evidence. 

Participation in class is important for developing presentation and communication skills, better comprehension of the concepts and ideas and creating a more productive learning atmosphere. Participation will be graded, with maximum of 10% of total grade. Students are expected to come to class well-prepared in order to engage in discussion, debate and other group activities. The quizzes will draw upon materials covered in the lectures, readings and seminars. They will require a short essay answer.
Presentation 

Each student will be assigned to make a presentation on a specific topic. Presentations should aim at generating discussion, and be analytical in their content as opposed to being descriptive. Presenters will be responsible for providing 10-15 minute speech analyzing questions provided, and facilitating the discussion of the class. The presentation will be assessed based on depth of research, clarity of argumentation and presentation and ability of a presenter to relate the topic to a wider context. Presentation is worth 15 % of total grade. 

Research essay 

Students are free to choose a topic of 1500-2000 words essay from the content of the course. The topic should be proposed to instructor till the end of the second week. In advance of the research essay students must submit a research essay outline.  The outline should contain the research question to be examined, your hypothesis and a brief summary of your argument. The essay must be delivered to instructor two weeks before the final exam. The assessment of the paper will mainly be based on:

· Research design (question, hypothesis, argumentation),

· Structure of the paper,

· Consistency of the content, 

· Proper citations (Chicago style), and a complete bibliography. 

Essay will worth 25% of your final grade. 

Exams

Two 80-minutes long exams will be held. Students have to answer the questions. NOT to reveal any information on the subject, but to give a specific answer on specific question. Each exam will counts for 25% of the total grade. 

Important ICP rules 

Plagiarism

Plagiarism, cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. If you are unfamiliar with the definition of plagiarism, please read AUCA Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct.
The AUCA will soon adapt changes into the policy on academic honesty. The new rules will be explained to the class, but students should keep in mind that if a student is caught with a case of intentional plagiarism, the softest punishment would be an F for the assignment. If a student was caught with plagiarism in past, a she/he may face F for the course, suspension from the university.

Seminar tutor will provide a special session on plagiarism and ways to avoid it. Whenever you have questions or doubts, simply approach instructors and ask. We will always be happy to explain. 

Late submissions

Students are expected to duly respect all deadlines for submitting papers, essays and other types of homework. All due dates are announced beforehand, and are believed to provide sufficient time for preparing and submitting required works. The importance of respecting deadlines is related to 1) creating equal conditions for all students; 2) better organization of overall teaching and learning process. 

Late submissions will be penalized, with deduction of 10% of the grade per day. Any submission which is late for more than 10 minutes will be considered as one-day late paper.

In cases of force majeure circumstances (serious illness etc.), a student is expected to provide documented evidence. ICP department reserves the right to check these evidences.

Mobile phones
Mobile phones must be turned-off during the class. This is the demonstration of your respect for the class and contribution to creating a better learning atmosphere. 

X Grade
If a student fails to submit a piece of coursework or misses an exam before the last day of the Semester they will automatically receive an X, unless they discuss the situation with their seminar tutor.  Under exceptional situations students may be dismissed from the course if they persistently engage in negative participation.
I. Grading scale:

100 – 96 = A

“excellent”


70 – 66 = C

  95 – 91 = A –





65 – 61 = C –

  90 – 86 = B+





60 – 56 = D+

  85 – 81 = B

“good”



55 – 51 = D

“poor”

  80 – 76 = B –





50 – 46 = D –

  75 – 71 = C+

“average”


45 – lower = F 

“failure”

II. Schedule
	Weeks
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	1
	12 and 15 January
	Introduction to Water Policy: Course Overview
	P. Gleick, Water in crisis: paths to sustainable water use, 1998. 

	2
	19 and 22 January
	Historical Foundations for Water Policy
	WATER MANAGEMENT AND EARLY CIVILIZATIONS: FROM

COOPERATION TO CONFLICT

Fekri A. Hassan

	3
	26 and 29 January
	Global Changes and Water Paradigm
	The Changing Water Paradigm

A Look at Twenty-first Century Water Resources Development

Peter H. Gleick,

	4
	2 and 5 February
	Economics and Water Policy
	The New Economy of Water, Peter H. Gleick, Gary Wolff, Elizabeth L. Chalecki, Rachel Reyes

	5
	9 and 12 February
	Energy and Water Policy
	Trends and Policy Issues For The Nexus of Energy and Water, Michael E. Webber.

	6
	16 and 19 February
	Water Law and Water policy
	World’s major rivers. An introduction to international

water law with case studies.
Daniel Seligman. 

	7
	              26  February
	Midterm exam
	

	8
	2 and 5 March 
	SPRING BREAKE
	

	9
	
	Conflicts and Water policy
	Water Conflict Chronology,

Dr. Peter H. Gleick, 2008,  Conflict and cooperation along international waterways,
Aaron T. Wolf

	10
	16 and 19 March
	Cooperation and Water policy
	TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS:

SHARING BENEFITS, LESSONS LEARNED,
Aaron T. Wolf

	11
	23 and 26 March
	Case 1:  Central Asia:  water, energy and conflict
	ICG, Central Asia: water and conflict, 2002.

	12
	30 and 2 April
	Case 2: Central Asia: water, energy and conflict
	WB, Water energy nexus in CA, 2004.

	13
	6 and 9 April
	Case 3:  Middle East
	Water Disputes in the Jordan Basin Region

and their Role in the Resolution of the

Arab-Israeli Conflict,
Stephan Libiszewski

	14
	13 and 16 April
	Case 4:  Africa
	From Conflict to Cooperation

in the Nile Basin, Simon A. Mason

	15
	20 and 23 April
	Case 5: Asia
	The legal regime of the Mekong River, Bennett L. Bearden

	16
	27 and 30 April
	Case 6:  Europe
	Transboundary river basin management in Europe,
Andrea M. Keessen, Jasper J.H. van Kempen & Helena F.M.W. van Rijswick

	17
	4 and 7 May
	Final exam
	


Additional readings 
Gleick, Peter et. Al: The World's Water 2008-2009 (and previous years), http://www.pacinst.org/publications/

Gottlieb, Robert, 1988. A Life of Its Own: The Politics and Power of Water, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New York

Hundley, Norris Jr., 2001. The Great Thirst, University of California Press, Berkeley

Kahrl, William, 1982. Water and Power, University of California Press, Berkeley

Kelley, Robert. 1989. Battling the Inland Sea, American Political Culture, Public Policy, and the Sacramento

Valley, 1850-1986, University of California Press, Berkeley.

Stegner, Wallace, 1954. Beyond the Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley Powell and the Second Opening of the American West, Houghton Mifflin, Boston.

Wilkinson, Charles, 1992. Crossing the Next Meridian, Island Press, Washington D.C.

Worster, Donald, 1985. Rivers of Empire, Pantheon Books, New York

Western Water Policy Review Advisory Commission, 1998, Water in the West: Challenge for the Next Century, National Technical Information Service.
