Research Timetable

1. April – June 2005

The first phase will comprise of the initial training in policy research and advocacy; establishing cooperation with other IPF fellows at the Budapest meeting.

The major goal for the period is a development of a coherent analytical framework of what is to be considered a lobbying activity/activities. This analytical framework will be used for the subsequent empirical and advocacy work.


2. July – September 2005

The second phase will be devoted to data collection in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. 

- Research trips to Hungary, Poland and Slovakia. These trips should provide information about current state of knowledge on lobbying in each of the respective countries, set up connections for further research (especially interviews), and accumulate material for analysis.

- Research in the Czech Republic; further mapping of lobbying activities in the country; data gathering; initial interviews

- Initial analysis of material and data gathered in the Visegrad Four; setting up interviews and preparation of the second round of research trips to Hungary, Poland and Slovakia    

- The second round of research trips to Hungary, Poland and Slovakia; further data gathering; interviews 

3. October – December 2005

During the third phase the collected data and information will be analyzed; initial policy recommendations formulated; theoretical conceptualization developed in the first phase reassessed against the body of empirical material. The project will also continue monitoring any possible developments regarding the issue of lobbying in the Visegrad Four. Any further research trips that might prove necessary.  

The second integral part of the project in this period will be the advocacy of the importance of regulating lobbying activities and the impact of such norms on improved public policies. 

4. January – March 2005

The concluding phase of the research will concentrate on the articulation of formal policy recommendations with respect to regulation of lobbying in the Czech Republic. Writing of the final research report on the state of lobbying in the Visegrad Four.

