QUESTIONNAIRE to SEA team members
Role of SEA (lessons to learn)

In the EU Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, known as the strategic environmental assessment or SEA Directive, an environmental assessment means "the preparation of an environmental report, the carrying out of consultations, the taking into account of the environmental report and the results of the consultations in decision-making and the provision of information on the decision", in accordance with the Directives' requirements. This questionnaire is a part of the policy study on SEA conducted by Ms Kaja Peterson in the framework  of the fellowship grant provided by Open Society Institute in Budapest.

1. What was/were the policy document(s)
 you/your organisation was involved in SEA process and/or produced SEA report in the past 2-3 years? (please tick or add a new) 

( Single Programming Document

( Rural Development Plan

( Forestry Policy

( Energy Policy

( Education Policy

( Housing Policy

( Nature Conservation Policy

( Planning Policy

( A draft law on..................................................................................

( Other: .............................................................................................

2. Was SEA started at the same time with the policy document drafting decision (decree)?

( Yes, by the same authority

( Yes, but with a different decree by another authority, which authority?............………………

( No, SEA was started later

( No, SEA was never started with a formal decision by any authority, because ........................................................................................................................................

( Other: ..............................................…………………………………………………………

3. Did SEA modify the policy document drafting process?

(To large extent

(To limited extent

(Not at all

4. What were the modifications to the policy document drafting process SEA had impacted on?

4.1. SEA modified the scope of the policy document

(To large extent

(To limited extent

(Not at all, no impact on the scope

4.2. SEA modified the objectives of the policy document

(To large extent

(To limited extent

(Not at all, no impact on the objectives

4.3. SEA modified the length of the drafting process of the policy document

(To large extent

( It prolonged it considerably

( It shortened it considerably

(To limited extent


( It prolonged it slightly

( It shortened it slightly

(Not at all, no impact on the length

5. 
SEA modified the composition and content of the policy document

(To large extent


( It added important issues on the environment to the policy document

( It cut off important issues on the environment from the policy document

(To limited extent


( It added some (insignificant) issues on the environment

( It cut off some (insignificant) issues on the environment

(Not at all, no impact on the composition and content 

6. Did SEA cause additional costs to the policy document drafting?


( To large extent, because ..........………………………………………………



( To limited extent , because............……………………………………………………

( No at all, no additional costs by SEA were imposed (or – additional costs were imposed by other reasons than SEA)

7. Did SEA expand the initial number of stakeholders involved in the whole process?


( To large extent


( To limited extent

( Not at all, SEA had no impact on the number of stakeholders involved

8. What do you think – was the process of strategic environmental assessment useful for the policy document drafting process or was it just a formal bureaucratic requirement to meet EU accession needs?

( To large extent it was useful, because ..................………………………………..

( To limited extent it was useful, because ............…………………………………

( Not at all - it was of no use, because ....................……………………………….

9. What do you think – was the process of strategic environmental assessment useful for the policy document itself or was is it just a formal bureaucratic requirement to meet EU accession needs?

( To large extent it was useful, because ................……………………………....

( To limited extent it was useful, because ............……………………………..

( Not at all - it was of no use, because ....................……………………………

10. What was the ultimate objective of the SEA process? (you may choose multiple options, but please underline the most important objective)

( To identify possible conflicts between the objectives of the policy document and national (or sectoral) environmental objectives

( To identify the potential activities designed by the policy document likely to have significant environmental effect

( To produce a mitigation plan to avoid or minimize the likely significant environmental effect

( To reach public consensus on environmental issues

( To make the policy document public and have public debate on it

( To involve other ministries into the process

( To involve stakeholders into the process

( To develop environmental objectives for this particular (sectoral) policy

( Other: .......................................................................................................................

11. What was the most difficult (conflicting, disturbing) part of the SEA process? (you may choose multiple options, but please underline the most important one)

( To start the SEA process (get or make a formal decision)

( To develop ToR for SEA (or the SEA programme)

( To get acceptance of the ToR (or the SEA programme) from other ministries

( To get acceptance of the ToR (or SEA programme) from the stakeholders

( To put up the environmental objectives (or environmental criteria)

( To get acceptance on the environmental objectives from other ministries

( To get acceptance on the environmental objectives from stakeholders

( To identify significant environmental impact 

( To forecast the scope and magnitude of the significant environmental impact

( To provide a workable methodology for this particular case

( To get acceptance on the SEA report from other ministries

( To get acceptance on the SEA report from stakeholders

( To hold public meetings (hearings)

( To build consensus between stakeholders

( To keep the timeline

( To keep the budget

( To exchange information and get information in time from people who drafted the policy document 

( To exchange information and get information in time from people who drafted the SEA report  

( Other : ................................................

12. Where did you get the most helpful guidance on SEA during the process?


( The Ministry of the Environment 

( Other domestic environmental experts (consultants)


( Other international environmental experts (consultants)


( There was nobody to ask guidance 


( We did not need any guidance


( Other: …………………………………

12.1. If you asked external guidance, what was the subject: …………………………………

13. Does you country have well trained and experienced environmental experts (consultants) to conduct SEA?

( To large extent - over 10 experts (consultants)

( To limited extent - less than 10 experts (consultants)

( Not at all – no such experts available, the capacity has yet to be built 

Thank you for your cooperation!


NB! Please send the filled in questionnaire to 


Ms Kaja Peterson, 


Estonian Institute for Sustainable Development, 


Box 160, 10502 Tallinn, Estonia, or 


via e-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:kaja@seit.ee ��kaja@seit.ee�


by 15 April 2003 the latest








� A "Policy Document" may be any plan or programme subject to preparation and/or adoption by an authority at national , regional, or local level or which are prepared by an authority for adoption, through legislative procedure by Parliament or Government, and which are required by legislation, regulatory or adminsitartive provisions (SEA Directive, art. 2)


� If your authority has supervised more than one plan or programme, please fill in another copy of the questionnaire (i.e. please use one questionnaire per one plan or programme)
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