QUESTIONNAIRE to SEA stakeholders

Role of SEA (lessons to learn)

In the EU Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, known as the strategic environmental assessment or SEA Directive, an environmental assessment means "the preparation of an environmental report, the carrying out of consultations, the taking into account of the environmental report and the results of the consultations in decision-making and the provision of information on the decision", in accordance with the Directives' requirements. This questionnaire is a part of the policy study on SEA conducted by Ms Kaja Peterson in the framework  of the fellowship grant provided by Open Society Institute in Budapest.

1. What was/were the policy document(s)
 with SEA process you/your organisation was involved in the past 2-3 years? (please tick or add a new) 

( Single Programming Document

( Rural Development Plan

( Forestry Policy

( Energy Policy

( Nature Conservation Policy

( A draft law on..................................................................................

( Other: .............................................................................................

2. How did you become involved in the SEA process?

( The Ministry of …………………………...(which?) sent a formal invitation

( There was a piece of information in newspaper

( I/my organisation had learned about it accidentally

( Other: ..............................................…………………………………………………………

3. What was your/your organisation's role in the SEA process?

( I/my organisation participated in public hearings/meetings only

( I/my organisation participated in public hearings/meetings and commented the policy document

( I/my organisation participated in public hearings/meetings, commented the policy documents and made proposal(s) for amendments

( Other: ………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. If you/your organisation commented and made proposals, what document did you comment and make proposal(s) to?

( The draft policy document only

( The ToR of SEA only

( The SEA report only

( All draft documents (policy document, ToR of SEA, SEA report)

( Some of the draft documents (which?): …………………………………………….. 

( Other : ………………………………………………………………………………….

5. If you/your organisation commented the draft policy document and/or made proposal(s) for amendments to it, did your contribution modify the policy document drafting process?

(To large extent

(To limited extent

(Not at all

6. What were the modifications to the policy document drafting process your comments and proposed amendments had contributed to the most?

6.1. Comments/proposed amendments modified the scope of the (initial) policy document

(To large extent

(To limited extent

(Not at all, no impact on the scope

6.2. Comments/proposed amendments modified the objectives of the (initial) policy document

(To large extent

(To limited extent

(Not at all, no impact on the objectives

6.3. Comments/proposed amendments modified the length of the drafting process of the policy document

(To large extent

( It prolonged it considerably

( It shortened it considerably

(To limited extent


( It prolonged it slightly

( It shortened it slightly

(Not at all, no impact on the length

7. Did SEA (to your view) modify the composition and content of the policy document?

(To large extent


( It added important issues on the environment to the policy document

( It cut off important issues on the environment from the policy document

(To limited extent


( It added some (insignificant) issues on the environment

( It cut off some (insignificant) issues on the environment

(Not at all, no impact on the composition and content 

8. Did SEA cause (to your view) additional costs to the policy document drafting?


( To large extent, because ..........………………………………………………



( To limited extent , because............……………………………………………………

( No at all, no additional costs by SEA were imposed (or – additional costs were imposed by other reasons than SEA)

9. Did SEA expand (to your view) the initial number of stakeholders involved in the whole process?


( To large extent


( To limited extent

( Not at all, SEA had no impact on the number of stakeholders involved

10. What do you think – was the process of strategic environmental assessment useful for the policy document drafting process or was it just a formal bureaucratic requirement to meet EU accession needs?

( To large extent it was useful, because ..................………………………………..

( To limited extent it was useful, because ............…………………………………

( Not at all - it was of no use, because ....................……………………………….

11. What do you think – was the process of strategic environmental assessment useful for the policy document itself or was is it just a formal bureaucratic requirement to meet EU accession needs?

( To large extent it was useful, because ................……………………………....

( To limited extent it was useful, because ............……………………………..

( Not at all - it was of no use, because ....................……………………………

12. What was your/your organisations' primary expectations in relation to the ultimate objective (outcome) of the SEA process? (you may choose multiple options, but please underline the most important objective)

( To identify possible conflicts between the objectives of the policy document and national (or sectoral) environmental objectives

( To identify the potential activities designed by the policy document likely to have significant environmental effect

( To produce a mitigation plan to avoid or minimize the likely significant environmental effect

( To reach public consensus on environmental issues

( To make the policy document public and have public debate on it

( To involve other ministries into the process

( To involve stakeholders into the process

( To develop environmental objectives for this particular (sectoral) policy

( Other: .......................................................................................................................

13. What was the most difficult (conflicting, disturbing) part/stage in the SEA process in your/your organisatsion's point of view of ? (you may choose multiple options, but please underline the most important one)

( Start of the SEA process (get or make a formal decision)

( Drafting of ToR for SEA (or the SEA programme)

( Getting acceptance of the ToR (or the SEA programme) from other ministries

( Getting acceptance of the ToR (or SEA programme) from the stakeholders

( Putting up the environmental objectives (or environmental criteria)

( Getting acceptance on the environmental objectives from other ministries

( Getting acceptance on the environmental objectives from stakeholders

( Identifying of significant environmental impact 

( Forecasting the scope and magnitude of the significant environmental impact

( Providing a workable methodology for this particular case

( Getting acceptance on the SEA report from other ministries

( Getting acceptance on the SEA report from stakeholders

( Holding public meetings (hearings)

( Build consensus between stakeholders

( Keeping the timeline

( Keeping the budget

( Getting information (in time) from people who drafted the policy document 

( Getting information (in time) from people who drafted the SEA report  

( Other : ................................................

14. To your view, do NGOs and other stakeholders have good understanding of SEA as a process, the objectives and limitations of it? 

( To large extent - good understanding of the process, objectives and limitations

( To limited extent - limited understanding of ……………………………..(what?)

( Not at all – SEA is largely unknown


Thank you for your cooperation!

NB! Please send the filled in questionnaire to 


Ms Kaja Peterson, 


Estonian Institute for Sustainable Development, 


Box 160, 10502 Tallinn, Estonia, or 


via e-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:kaja@seit.ee ��kaja@seit.ee�


by 15 April 2003 the latest








� A "Policy Document" may be any plan or programme subject to preparation and/or adoption by an authority at national , regional, or local level or which are prepared by an authority for adoption, through legislative procedure by Parliament or Government, and which are required by legislation, regulatory or adminsitartive provisions (SEA Directive, art. 2)


� If your authority has supervised more than one plan or programme, please fill in another copy of the questionnaire (i.e. please use one questionnaire per one plan or programme)
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