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After three years of struggling for “Bologna” ideas in Serbian society as a whole, and among Serbian politicians especially, Serbian parliament has yesterday (August 30, 2005) finally accepted The Higher Education Act, which draws on Bologna Declaration to a considerable extent. This represents the finalization of the first phase of improving Serbian Higher education system. Two remaining phases consist encompass implementation and further development of the Higher Education Act.


Although the Act has been proposed by the current government, it is mainly based (roughly 85% of it) on the ideas and even the actual text of the Draft Law produced in the Ministry of Education and Sport during the time I served as the Minister. Subsequently, this Text was adopted and, to some extent, modified by the new Serbian Rectors conference. This represents a watered-down version of the original proposal and a half-step toward European Education Area. However, it does incorporate some of the main attributes and qualities of Bologna Declaration:

· Elements of quality insurance

· Licensing and accreditation 

· ECTS system

· Two-three (Bachelor, Master, Doctorate) levels of studying

·  University’s integration.   


Partially, this achievement is outcome of my efforts, some of them performed in this year, during the period of working on this project and supported by the products of this project. In my fight for the changing of the public opinion, I participated in three considerable gatherings:  

· International Seminar: Implication of the Bologna Process for the Development of Higher Education in South-Eastern Europe, University of Belgrade, School of Law, 18-19 April 2005 

· Serbia Higher Education after Bergen, Seminar organized by AOM (Alternative Academic Network) 27. May, 2005; Belgrade Media Center   

· Reform of the Lawyers Higher Education,  organizing by Young Lawyers Association and OSI-Belgrade, 30 June 2005 (keynote speaker).


In addition to this this: in performing the role of Serbian opinion maker, I participated in two TV talk shows and gave three interviews in reputable Serbian newspapers on Bologna movement and reforming of higher education in Serbia. 


Finally, in Parliament I was the leader and public speaker of Democratic Party in Assembly’s debate concerning Higher Education Act (one among five speakers of the most prominent parties in the parliament) and representative of the same party in Parliamentarian Education Committee. While preparing the Higher Education Act for the parliamentarian debate in this Committee, I have managed to push through 15 significant amendments. 


 In all of these activities, I used materials, documents and dates I collected in procedure of preparing Policy Paper for this project. 

In addition, one may notice that I have prepared and sent a Questionnaire to the state officials and universities’ officials of neighboring countries. Questionairre was related to unification of their legal system with Bologna Declaration and I collected their answers.  In the same time, I wrote more then fifty pages of rough material for this Policy Paper. 


Because of plenty of research, social and political activities, concerning reforming of higher education in this period, I had to postpone some of my planed trips, so in next three months, I will visit four university centers of neighbouring countries, to compensate this delay in initial project timetable. 


On the end it has to be mention that,  as Bergen conference officials had refused to issue accreditation for my visit (explanation – not enough room; the evidenceof their refusal is in my documentation) I changed my plans and instead of Bergen I visited University of Athens. This schedule adjustment has been duly notified to the officials of this project. 

Gaso Knezevic

