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Daiga Kamerade, IPF Fellow 2004


Activity report 2005

Activities carried out:
· Supplemented and maintained the project website

· Continued to contact and interview mass media representatives. Identified main issues in representation of people with mental illness in mass media from mass media representatives’ perspective. 

· Prepared policy brief for mental disability advocates (NGOs, patients, professionals etc) communication strategies in order to promote correct and positive mass media representations of people with mental health problems; discussed them with group mentors and individual mentor. In the initial project I was supposed to prepare a handbook for NGOs, however, during research, I discovered that quite a lot of handbooks with similar scope already do exist. Therefore after discussion with my individual mentor and representatives of NGOs, it was decided to prepare a more focused paper- a policy brief that identifies limitations of current strategies in communication with mass media and proposes alternative strategy that addresses these limitations.

· Prepared guidelines on representation of people with mass media for journalism students and professional organizations of mass media representatives; discussed these guidelines with individual mentor, group mentors and two representatives of mass media.
· Initially, it was planned to prepare a policy paper for Latvian Ministry of Welfare. However, currently there is no rationale and need for such a paper (I discussed this issue with my group mentors in October and with my individual mentor and have received their accept for withdrawing this objective from my plan.).
· In addition to the original plans, I tested articles on mental illness and people with mental illnesses for publication in magazine “Psihologijas Pasaule”, gave suggestions for improving the article for the author and the editor. Information from these tests was extremely valuable for process of preparation of guidelines for journalists and policy brief for NGOS. 
· Finalized the research paper
· Prepared the final project reports. 
· Other dissemination activities- i.e. press conferences, will be carried out after fellowship period because all three papers prepared need to be translated in Latvian before being disseminated.


