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Islam and Tolerance in Wider Europe offers a refreshing new look at the complex inter-

play between religion, nationalism and expansionism in an increasingly globalized
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world, as revealed by a new generation of open society leaders working to build a more

tolerant Europe. The authors are fellows and colleagues of the International Policy
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Fellowships program—an initiative of the Open Society Institute that has attempted to

combat ‘brain drain” while developing policy research capacities, initially in emerging
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democracies of the former Soviet sphere where concepts such as ‘policy’ and ‘fellowship’
were virtually untranslatable. Since its establishment in the late 1990s, some 250 of its
fellows have grown into a network of open society leaders spanning more than 40 coun-

tries on nearly every continent.

Each chapter—focusing on Western Europe, the Caucasus, Russia, Turkey, Central
Europe, and the Balkans—includes several essays by different authors, all of whom are
actively involved in the dynamic policymaking processes transforming their respective
countries. Their policy perspectives benefit from a uniquely ‘inside out’ rather than the
usual ‘outside in’ orientation found in most English-language information about their
communities. Taken as a whole, the compilation offers insightful insider stories and

comparisons across countries and regions. The results are illuminating,
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