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THE 2005-2006 INTERNATIONAL POLICY FELLOWS 

 

OPEN SOCIETY PROMOTION IN MUSLIM SOCIETIES 

Group Advisor: Kian Tajbakhsh (Urban Research Group, Cultural Research Bureau, Tehran)  

 

Mukhtar Ali , Pakistan. Lack of Transparency and Freedom of Information in Pakistan: An Analysis of 

State Practice and Realistic Policy Options for Reform. The objectives of the project are to conduct research 

into state practice in Pakistan related to existing mechanisms of secrecy and information disclosure, conduct 

interviews with officials and civic groups and analyze the nature and intensity of info access attributable to a 

non-transparent secretive system of governance; and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in 

coordination with the group advisor, including realistic policy recommendations for all the relevant 

stakeholders including government officials, legislators, judges and civic groups. E-mail: mukhtar@policy.hu 

Website: www.policy.hu/mukhtar 

 

Syed Mohammed Ali, Pakistan. Participation in the Process of Developing Pakistan’s Poverty Reduction 

Strategy Paper. The objectives of the project are to write a research paper and a 20-page policy study in 

coordination with the group advisor and work to improve the quality of analysis, highlight lessons learned and 

provide recommendations to enhance local ownership of international poverty alleviation and development 

initiatives by encouraging greater participation through means feasible both for the Pakistan Government 

(Ministry of Finance and other relevant ministries) and its donors (World Bank, major bilateral donors, and 

international non-governmental organizations development programs. E-mail: ali@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/ali  
 

Abdel Mahdi Alsoudi, Jordan. The Impact of Aid Policies of the United States on Democratization and 

Political Reform in Jordan and Other Arab Countries. The objectives of the project are to increase 

understanding about United States aid policies to Jordan and other Arab countries and assess their impact on 

democratization and political reform during the last decade; examine US levels of aid funding to Jordan and  

other Arab countries during the last decade; conduct interviews with relevant policymakers regarding future 

policy that will be followed for the allocation of US aid for the new ‘Greater Middle East’ goals and criteria for 

democracy;  and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor with 

recommendations for relevant policymakers, parliamentarians, political parties, media and academic circles in 

the United States, Jordan and other Arab countries. Email: alsoudi@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/alsoudi  

 

Ahmed Idrees Rahmani, Afghanistan. The Role of Religious Leaders in the Provision of Local Services 

in Afghanistan. The objectives of the project are to analyze the challenges of local governance reform in 

Afghanistan and its competition with the existing structure of Mosques; devise a set of policy recommendations 

for the policy makers to choose the best feasible options for future of local governance structure for 

Afghanistan; write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor for 

relevant Afghan policy makers. E-mail: rahmani@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/rahmani  

 

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Group Advisor: Alan Doig (UK Standards Board; Fraud Management Studies, Teesside University, UK)  

 

Fatima Abo Al Asrar, Yemen. Promoting Democratic Governance in a Tribal System. The objectives of 

the project are to provide an evaluation of existing democratic mechanisms in Yemen, and  measure their 

effectiveness  within the current tribal context ;  analyze the main obstacles that hinder implementing the core 

concepts of democratic governance ; address  questions crucial to democratization dealing with governance, 

civil identity, accountability and communication; and write a research paper  and 20-page policy study on best 

practices of good governance within a tribal system in coordination with the group advisor  for  policy makers 

in Yemen and international donors. E-mail: asrar@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/asrar  



 

 

Sabit Bagirov, Azerbaijan. Problems of Good Governance in Extractive Industries and Mechanisms for 

Effective Public Monitoring. The Case of Azerbaijan. The objectives of the project are to examine and 

assess relevant components of good governance in Azerbaijan in general and in extractive industries in 

particular; analyze the risks of ineffective use of oil revenues, budget resources and the loans received by the 

government; prepare recommendations and analyze the potential and capabilities of the civil society to monitor 

the government’s activity/inactivity; and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with 

the group advisor. E-mail: bagirov@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/bagirov  

 

Arina Hayrapetyan, Armenia. Court Administration and Management in Armenia. The objectives of the 

project are to conduct qualified research and develop specific policy recommendations on the judicial service, 

court administration and management, and judicial planning and budgeting in Armenia; carry out a survey to 

measure the degree of satisfaction of court users with the courts’ performance; provide expert advice in drafting 

new legislation on judicial service or amending existing laws; publish a user-friendly informational court guide; 

and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor with 

recommendations for the courts of general jurisdiction, Council of Court Chairmen Judicial Education Center, 

Ministry of Justice, and relevant non-governmental organizations. E-mail: hayrapetyan@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/hayrapetyan  

 

Mehr Latif, Pakistan. The Politics of Participation: An In-depth Evaluation of Citizen Community 

Boards in Pakistan. The objectives of the project are to assess how government decentralization policy in 

Pakistan regarding Citizen Community Boards is being implemented; conduct a field research to assess the 

capacity and quality of the leadership of the Citizen Community Boards; engage government officials in 

substantive dialogue on local governance; and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination 

with the group advisor with recommendations for local donors, including Department of International 

Development (UK), United States Agency for International Development (USAID), and the World Bank. E-

mail: latif@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/latif  

 

Jan Ruzicka, Czech Republic. Regulating Lobbying in the Czech Republic and Visegrad Four. The 

objectives of the project are to analyze lobbying activities primarily in the Czech Republic and more generally 

in the  Visegrad Four countries from a comparative perspective, and write a research paper and 20-page policy 

study with recommendations provided to members of the Czech Parliament, journalists, and civic groups 

working toward greater democratic accountability, such as IPEK and Transparency International.  E-mail: 

ruzicka@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/ruzicka  

 

THE CHALLENGE OF WIDER EUROPE 

Group Advisor: Michael Emerson (Senior Research Fellow, Centre for European Policy Studies, Brussels)  

 

Nicolae Popescu, Moldova. The European Neighborhood Policy in Practice.  The objective of the project is 

to examine the possible incentives and reward structures of the European Neighbourhood Policy (EPN) in order 

to strengthen the European Union (EU) capacity to promote its objectives in the Wider Europe area; analyze 

concrete EU policies that can effectively promote democratization and conflict resolution within the framework 

of the ENP; write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor with policy 

recommendations for EU institutions (the Commission, the Council and the European Parliament), as well as 

the governments of EU member states and their neighbors. E-mail: npopescu@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/npopescu  

 

Simeon Evstatiev, Bulgaria. Islam as a Factor in the Design of a European Neighborhood Policy in the 

Balkans. The objectives of the project are to conduct policy-relevant research on Islam and the manifestation 

of Muslim identity(-ies) in the public sphere (in the Balkans but with reference to the processes in the Middle 

East and within the broader context of the European Union); devise an analytically rigorous policy instrument 

to serve as a means for making non-ideological/objective distinctions between the two “faces” of Islam: the 

moderate Islamic social engagement of mainstream pragmatic Muslims and radical/violent Islamic political 

activism; outline possible ways and the extent to which Islam should play a role as a factor in the design of a 

new neighborhood policy in the Balkans from the perspective of Bulgaria as EU member by identifying and 

proposing new secular mechanisms for working through religion in the process of policy design rather than 

bypassing religion as traditional secular approaches suggest; contribute to the preparation of Bulgaria’s Middle 

East policy to better address the challenges of the country’s new role as an EU member and its geopolitical 

location in the Balkans by analyzing EU mechanisms of the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and 



 

the European Neighborhood Policy (ENP) in comparison with U.S. Middle East policies; and write a research 

paper and 20-page policy study with recommendations for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about the role of 

Islam in the design of the new neighborhood policy in the Balkans. E-mail: evstatiev@policy.hu Website: 
evstatiev@policy.hu  

 

Archil Gegeshidze, Georgia. Georgia Within the New Wider Europe: Bridging Divergent 

Interpretations. The objectives of the project are to analyze the implications of Georgia’s inclusion in the 

European Commission’s New Neighborhood Policy (NNP); formulate a coherent vision of Georgia’s future 

role and place in an enlarging Europe; develop policy recommendations for decision-makers both in Georgia 

and the European Commission (EC) to accommodate outlooks and expectations for the outcomes of Georgia’s 

participation in the NNP, and write a research paper and a 20-page policy study in coordination with the group 

advisor with recommendations for policymakers in Georgia and the EC. E-mail: gegeshidze@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/gegeshidze   

 

COMBATING ORGANIZED CRIME 

Group Advisor: Todd Foglesong (Vera Institute for Justice, New York)  

 

Sergey Golunov, Russia. Drug-Trafficking as a Challenge for Russian Security and Border Policies. The 

objectives of the project are to evaluate the effectiveness of Russian security and border policies intended to 

combat transboundary drug-trafficking by assessing the extent of drug addiction compared with Russia as a 

whole; examine appeals to address the problem made by political and other elites both nationally and 

internationally seeking to develop political strategies and obtain financial support for new structures; and write 

a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor for Russian decision-making 

structures in the corresponding field such as the Security Council, State Antinarcotic Agency 

(Gosnarkokontrol’), Federal Assembly and regional authorities. E-mail: golunov@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/golunov  

 

Olga Pishchulina, Ukraine. Human Trafficking, Illegal Migration and Security Policy. The objectives of 

the project are to analyze possibilities for the prevention of human trafficking in Ukraine via the advancement 

of a national strategy; devise recommendations for the President and Parliament of Ukraine, Internal Affairs 

Ministry, relevant civil society actors and academic communities in Ukraine; and write a research paper and 

20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor for the  Ministry of Internal Affairs, and regional 

stakeholders. E-mail: pishulina@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/pishulina  

 

Razvan Stan, Romania. Managing Illegal Labor Migration from Eastern Europe to the European Union. 

The objectives of the project are to asses the successes and failures of central and local initiatives to control 

illegal migration; based on an in-depth case study identify the main factors contributing to the illegal migration 

of Romanian workers; uncover the routes, structure, dynamics and methods utilized by several illegal migration 

networks; devise informed policy recommendations and disseminate them to relevant stakeholders to stimulate 

reflection, debate and public pressure on illegal migration issues; and write a research paper and 20-page policy 

study with recommendations for organizations, including the Ministry of Administration and Interior, Ministry 

of Labor and Social Protection, and the International Organization for Migration. E-mail: razvan@policy.hu 

Website: www.policy.hu/razvan  

 

 

COMBATING OPEN SOCIETY THREATS IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION 

Group Advisor: Stephen Kotkin (Professor and Russian Studies Director, Princeton University)  

 

Pavel Bayov, Russia. Civil Society and Civil Religion in Russia. Implications for Social Policy.  The 

objectives of the project are to analyze Russian legislation related to freedom of religion and church-state 

relations, analyze authoritarian challenges to religious freedom and the responses of stakeholders to these 

challenges, examine the character of  interrelations between religious communities, federal and local 

governments, and the broader public in today's Russia; and write a research paper and a 20-page policy study in 

coordination with the group advisor to provide recommendations for policy practitioners and developers in 

Russia including the Committee on Religious Affairs of the Irkutsk Region Government, Department of Public 

Affairs of the Legislative Assembly of Irkutsk Region, and non-governmental activists in the region. E-mail: 

bayov@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/bayov  

 



 

Tetyana Kovtun-Dihtyar, Ukraine. Enhancing the Quality of Public Service Delivery. The objectives of 

the project are to develop a methodology, management framework and guidelines for implementing quality 

management standards in Ukraine’s public administration; write a research paper and 20-page policy study in 

coordination with group advisor, conduct an awareness campaign and provide policy recommendations for 

implementing quality management in public administration for key governmental officials from the ministries 

and other central governmental agencies (the Chief of the Main Civil Service Department who will provide 

recommendations to the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine). E-mail: kovtun@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/kovtun  

 

Liliana Proskuryakova, Russia.  Civic Engagement Policies of the World Bank and European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development in Russia. The objectives of the project are to scrutinize the Russian 

government’s policy documents and practice related to civic engagement, compare the civic engagement 

policies of the World Bank (WB) and European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), refine 

criteria for the successful implementation of WB and EBRD civic engagement policies with a view toward 

broader inclusion of civil society organizations and their beneficiaries in decision-making processes, in 

cooperation with the research group advisor write a 20-page policy study and longer research paper for WB and 

EBRD counterparts in the Russian government. E-mail: proskuryakova@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/proskuryakova  

 

Marina Sokolova, Belarus. The Place of Citizens, Civil Society Organizations, and Parliaments in E-

governace (Comparative Analysis of the State of E-Government in Belarus, Ukraine and Lithuania). The 

objectives of the project are to analyze the state of e-government in Belarus, Ukraine and Lithuania, develop 

policy recommendations addressing the participation of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in e-gov 

policymaking, opportunities and risks of e-gov programming for parliamentarians, and write a research paper 

as well as  a 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor for e-gov strategy developers and 

stakeholders including the Belarusian Parliament, CSOs, and UNDP ICT projects, as well as international 

CSOs and agencies interested in supporting e-gov initiatives in the region. E-mail: sokolova@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/sokolova  

 

 

DEVELOPING SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE ELITES AND THE CHALLENGES OF HIGHER 

EDUCATION  

Group Advisor: Vadim Volkov (Associate Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Political Sciences and 

Sociology, European University, St. Petersburg)  

 

Maria Golubeva, Latvia. New Practices, Old Discourses? Change and Continuity in Humanities and 

Social Sciences in Latvia During the Democratic Transition. The objectives of the project are to identify 

cases where partly externally driven reform of academic practices to enhance students’ critical skills and civic 

engagement was simultaneously accompanied by the exclusionary, racist and nationalist discourses; assess the 

impact of both local and international actors, such as national level organizations and Civic Education Project, 

SCOUT, HESP, Robert Bosch Stiftung and others, in the introduction of democratic discourses in academic 

and educational milieu, as well as possible counter-currents to such discourses; increase the proposed study’s 

scope and implications by comparing the case of Latvia with two other transition societies – one EU case 

(Poland) and one CIS case (Ukraine); and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with 

the group advisor with recommendations for education policy planners in Latvia and elsewhere at the 

university, national and international levels for promoting new academic agendas and civic involvement in 

democratizing societies. E-mail: golubeva@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/golubeva  

 

Gaso Knezevic, Serbia & Montenegro. Model Law and Policy Paper for Higher Education Reform in 

Serbia and Southeast Europe. The objectives of the project are to collect relevant data on universities and 

Ministries, identifying political supporters for and against reforms and the main obstacles for Serbian 

Parliament to draft and adopt a modern, a European-tailored Model Law on Higher Education; analyze 

European higher education and law systems and the current situation in Serbia and neighboring countries; 

analyze existing higher education institutions and consider the licensing of new institutions in terms of quality 

insurance; in coordination with group advisor write a research paper and a 20-page policy study, as well as a 

Model Law for the Serbian Parliament that meets local needs while encompassing aspirations that could 

provide references and guidelines for neighboring countries. E-mail: knezevic@poplicy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/knezevic  

 



 

Cristina Nicolescu, Romania. Corporate Social Responsibility in Romanian Higher Education. The 

objectives of the project are to explore busines elites’ degree of exposure to socially responsible practices in the 

current higher education curricula of Romanian universities; devise recommendations for the Ministry of 

Education, universities offering business and economics majors, and the business community in Romania 

promoting the role of higher education in developing the future socially responsible elites; and to write a 

research paper and a 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor with recommendations for the 

Ministry of Education in Romania, the universities in four main cities (Bucharest, Cluj Napoca, Iasi and 

Timisoara) and the business sector in the country. E-mail: cnicolescu@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/cnicolescu  

 

Sophia Howlett, Hungary. The Bologna Process in the Former Soviet Union. The objectives of the project 

are to study four diverse approaches to the Bologna Process as found in Russia, Ukraine, Georgia and 

Kazakhstan (within the context of a common higher education past); examine the ideological positioning of 

these countries in relation to the EHEA and its consequences; explore the collaboration and/or collision of 

different higher education frameworks and the impact of participant countries that are both ‘in’ and ‘out’ on the 

EHEA; and, in coordination with the group advisor, write a research paper and a 20-page policy study for the 

relevant ministries and the primary implementers of the Bologna Process in Western Europe on how to best 

focus higher education reform efforts within the context of the former Soviet Union. E-mail: howlett@policy.hu 

Website: www.policy.hu/howlett  

 

POLICYMAKING IN TRANSITION CONTEXTS: LESLIE ELIASON MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP 

Group Advisor: Leslie A. Pal (Professor and Director, Carleton University School of Public Policy and 

Administration, Canada; veteran IPF trainer)  

 

Claudiu Craciun, Romania. The Learning Government: Assessing the Impact of Policy Reform in 

Romania. The objective of the project is to assess efforts to improve the policymaking process and their actual 

impact on governmental reform in Romania; utilise examples and hypotheses, previously tested in the region 

and other transition countries; to identify strong and weak aspects of policy reform impact, with a focus on the 

activities of international organizations and development donors; and write a research paper and 20-page policy 

study in coordination with the group advisor with recommendations for the Central Government (General 

Secretariat of the Government and the Chancellery of the Prime Minister) and donors such as the World Bank, 

European Commission, DFID, UNDP, etc. E-mail: craciun@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/craciun  

 

Lucian Ion Ciolan, Romania. Toward a Culture of Quality Policymaking in Transition Countries.  Policy 

Case Study. The objectives of the project are to investigate the revolutionary process articulation of a 

policymaking culture in transition contexts by identifying the main tools used for policymaking and strategy 

development in education and analyze their level of maturity and functionality; capture characteristics specific 

of the transition contexts in the field of policy-making; and write a research paper and 20-page policy study 

with recommendations for the Ministries of Education and public educational agencies on how to contribute to 

a sustainable culture of quality policymaking. E-mail: ciolan@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/ciolan  

 

Sorin Ionita, Romania. Corruption as a Symptom of Opacity and Poor Policymaking. The objectives of 

the project are to develop a set of instruments to objectively measure deviations from the norm of policies as 

they are implemented (which are considered symptoms of a deeper problem in the policymaking process); 

illustrate this problem with certain classes of budgetary allocations; organize at least two workshops with 

stakeholders from the relevant institutions in Romania, such as the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of 

Transportation, and the Federation of Local Governments; and write a research paper and 20-page policy study 

in coordination with the group advisor with recommendations for agencies. E-mail: ionita@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/ionita   



 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ROMA 

Group Advisor: Helen Epstein (independent writer and consultant, specialist on public health issues in 

developing countries)  

 

Judit Fridli, Hungary. New Challenges in the Domain of Health Care Decisions. The objectives of the 

project are to mobilize coalitions supporting legislators, civil organizations and institutional leaders in 

overcoming resistance to patients’ autonomy and striving to develop framework favorable for patients’ rights; 

strive to keep the principles of patient autonomy, informed consent and non-discrimination on the health-policy 

agenda; write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group advisor with legislative 

and policy recommendations for lawmakers and governmental agencies in Hungary and elsewhere. E-mail: 

fridli@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/fridli  

 

Emese Ibolya, Hungary. Improving Medical School Curricula and Roma Access to Health Care. The 

objectives of the project to provide an overview and analysis of medical school curricula in Hungary for 

revision and possible improvements in the interest of preparing health care personnel for more effective 

communication and cooperation with Roma patients to ensure better Roma access to quality health care 

services and increase the life expectancy of the Roma population; and write a research paper and 20-page 

policy study in coordination with group advisor with recommendations for the Ministry of Youth, Social and 

Family Affairs, the Ministry of Education, the National Institute of Public Health, the Hungarian Office of the 

Wold Health Institution, the National Institute for Strategic Health Research and the National Chamber of 

Doctors. E-mail: ibolya@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/ibolya  

 

Enik  Magyari-Vincze, Romania. Reproductive Health and Roma Women in Romania. The objectives of 

the project are to present recommendations for action, based on a study of Romanian policy on reproductive 

health; examine local medical practice and the gender-and Roma-specific conditions and cultural conceptions 

that affect Roma women’s access to reproductive health services; and write a research paper and 20-page 

policy study in coordination with the group advisor with recommendations for the Society for Sexual and 

Contraceptive Education, the Resource Centre for Roma Communities, several Roma women’s organizations, 

and the Ministry of Health. E-mail: vincze@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/vincze  

 

Neda Milevska-Kostova, Macedonia. Patients’ Rights as a Policy Issue in Southeastern Europe. The 

objectives of the project are to analyze patients’ rights policies and the level and quality of their 

implementation; develop policy recommendations promoting patients’ rights for the Roma population as an 

enabler of development for the ministries of health, medical associations, parliaments, civil society and 

academic communities; and write a research paper and 20-page policy study in coordination with the group 

advisor for  the Ministry of Health, Doctors’ Chamber, Roma non-governmental organizations and other 

stakeholders in the region. E-mail: milevska@policy.hu Website: www.policy.hu/milevska  

 

Lavinia Olmazu, Romania. The “Culture of Poverty” and East-West Roma Migration. The objectives of  

the project are to conduct in-depth studies of European, international and national responses to Roma migration 

from 

South-East Europe and their impact on the actual socio-economic situation of Roma; research and analyze 

whether and to what extent improvements in the situations of Roma in their country of origin are related to 

East-West migration of Roma communities; define and attempt to clarify whether the "culture of poverty" is an 

incentive for Roma migration, focusing on Roma access to public health; and write a research paper and 20-

page policy study in coordination with the group advisor including policy recommendations for national 

governments and international institutions dealing with Roma issue, particular on migration, such as 

International Organization of Migration, UNDP, World Bank. E-mail: olmazu@policy.hu Website: 
www.policy.hu/olmazu  

 

 


