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Executive Summary

The preservation of cultural democracy, though widely declared by the government of Russian Federation and the Constitution as important, is effectively neglected. The issue of extinction of the many indigenous Siberian languages and cultures - the invaluable cultural wealth - is increasingly failing to be addressed by adequate government policies. Past and existing strategies are inadequate - paternalistic and discriminative in their output. No effective policies concerning indigenous minority issues are implemented. Lack of public awareness of the scope and importance of the problem results in marginalisation, depression, public apathy of indigenous communities and northern territories at large.

· Preservation of the indigenous languages is one of the key components in the scope of northern indigenous minorities' issues, capable of producing major impact. Developing policies in language and culture planning and maintenance is one of the essential components of national policy. Adequate language and culture planning is to be approached via implementation of reviewed indigenous education policies based on humanistic culture-based frameworks. Lack of planned, coordinated action entails negative consequences:

· low efficacy of activities undertaken separately by various agencies

· low efficiency of allocated resources 

· development of negative attitudes towards the problem 
Dramatic situation with indigenous education and language maintenance is indubitably a result of persistent and longstanding suppression of native cultures in all former colonial territories. Analysis of policies in Siberia of reveals lack of capacity in central and local governments to adequately assess the situation in Siberian provinces, because of lack of reliable information, consultation with local community representatives, commitment and consistency in the implementation phase, and frequent corruption. Ill-formulated and implemented policies allowing for disregard of indigenous culture provoked frequent uprisings and unrest of indigenous Siberian population. One of the most serious ethno-demographic upheavals were provoked by wide scale exploration of the famous Western Siberia oil- and gas depositions, located on indigenous lands. From a majority in the area aboriginal people become an insufficient minority, while their traditional habitat suffered irreparable and uncompensated harm. Regional governments are manipulated in the interests of oil industry, however state oil monopoly failed to provide high living standards to aboriginal people. 

One of the crucial forces which has acted to destroy the identity and culture of indigenous people has been that of schooling. Schools and what was taught in them offered a challenge to the culture of indigenous people. 

Alternatives

As follows from extended international experience traditional cultures of indigenous people transform under the influence of various external and internal factors: industry, markets, political conditions, expansions, development of education, etc. Being traditional in their nature, indigenous cultures maintain close interconnection of various aspects of economy, household, religion, education, etc., which, under the influence of industrialisation, eventually became autonomous and individually affected by various destructive factors, thus radically altering the life of people. 

· Contemporary discourse presents a number of alternatives of indigenous issues development: 

· accepting the mainstream life-style model and eventually merging with mainstream society demographically, economically and culturally (scenario is largely implying for indigenous people to voluntary surrender distinct ethno-cultural identity and complete assimilation. Loss of social, cultural, economic information accumulated over thousands of years). 

· conservation of originality, maximally autonomous development of traditional cultures and traditional economies (model possibly implies mutual enrichment with mainstream society as well as a considerable conservation of indigenous cultures in types of "preserves" or "reservations", it implies a certain regress with problems of accommodation of already firmly adopted innovations as well as loss of certain traditional elements).

· a compromise model, implying a combination of modern societal norms and socio-political realities on one hand and traditional, adapted over centuries, economic, social and cultural features (scenario presumes prerequisite development of traditional economies utilising modern technological, managerial, etc. experience as well as maintenance of traditional cultures, languages, education).
Proposed strategies

In light of increasing difficulties in organising, delivering and effective functioning of mainstream social provisions potential policies to be implemented with regards to Siberian indigenous nations should bear indigenous in origin features merged with European practices.

With regards to the above, the proposed immediate action may include:  

- research of minority education experience and practices in Russia, Europe, America, etc. 

- native human resource development by means of support of native education and training to improve the quality of schooling and increase school completion rates

- continue work on generating theoretically informed reference and pedagogical materials for indigenous communities 

- establish central and local task-forces including indigenous representatives, government officials, domestic and international NGO's and independent experts

- compile an information pool on native Language, History, Anthropology, Ethnography, Public Policies, etc

- popularise, encourage and support native institution building process to ensure the emergence of truly native self-government with real decision making power. 

- generate a thesaurus of NGOs; associations; grassroots; researchers and activity groups working in the field of Siberian/world minorities' issues: Russia, Europe, USA, Canada, etc. to facilitate information exchange.

- develop recommendations and proposals for long-term policies towards indigenous minority issues.  

        Education is a central element and a warrant of an open healthy democratic society. Availability, accessibility and equity in education for indigenous minorities are to be considered as core elements of democracy. In light of civil society ideology the following conceptual principles are to be considered in the implementation of national policies towards Siberian aboriginal population:
- maintenance of language and culture by the school is a matter of academic and social survival and must be considered a civil right, bilingual education must be supported, children must be educated by the best means available, that include native language.
- schooling must give the young native people a possibility to both interact with the wider society and to preserve and further develop ethnic and cultural identity 
- a culture-based approach should be prioritised and preferred to culture-oriented approach in education planning, development and administration
- in order to provide for the culture-based schooling, quality teaching complexes and reference materials should be produced based on competent and thorough research 
- to provide for enrolment of the indigenous representatives - various forms of support & incentives (scholarships, training, grants, etc) to indigenous students, academicians, educators, activists, artists, etc. should be offered on regular long-term basis  
- training and indigenous personnel development must be prioritised as a decisive factor in successful implementation of minority policies and securing active public participation. 
- in the spirit of integration and multiculturalism a wide range of promotion means, education programmes and campaigning in mainstream public (children and adults) has to be maintained to reshape the stereotypes of indigenous people, rise the level of awareness  of the problems (Video, TV, Internet, Radio, Cinematography?)

- to ensure the quality and efficacy of education and public advocacy actions, international experience in this disciplines has to be generalised (database) and positively applied.

