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Introduction:
In April, 2005-April, 2006 there were conducted the following field studies:

1) The public opinion poll, aimed at the study of a level of tolerance and possibility of religious conflict among the Russian citizens;

2) The content-analysis of newspapers (local and national) and electronic media. The categories of analysis included: the dynamics, volume of attention, and the context of evaluation regarding different religious communities existing in Russia; 

3) The interview with experts - clergymen, governmental officials, and scholars in the field of religion (7 clergymen, 4 officials, and 4 academics). 
The public opinion poll
Survey method: partly formalized interview
Objectives of the opinion poll: 
· to establish a level of religiosity, and religious activity of the people of Siberia

· to study a level of tolerance and mutual apprehension among the adherents of this or that religious community
· to study an image of Russian authorities in regard to religious relationships from the point of view of various confessions' adherents 

· to analyze the chances of religious conflict in today's Siberia  
Sampling: 526 respondents, inhabitants of the cities Irkutsk, Angarsk, Shelehov (all in the Irkutsk region)
Characteristics: 
Sex: Males – 42%, females – 58%. 

Age: 16-33 years old – 72%, 34-51 – 22%, 52 and older – 6%. 

Education: University graduates – 65%, professional school graduates – 17,7%, elementary school graduates – 17,3%. 
Social status: workers – 36%, students – 26%, white collars (teachers, doctors, engineers) – 30%, retired – 5,5%, private entrepreneurs – 2,5%.  
Nationality: Russians – 83%, Buryats – 10%, others (Ukrainians, Poles, Tartars, Tajiks, Uzbeks) – 7%. 
Results:

Almost 2/3 (69,8%) of our respondents claimed themselves to be believers. 1/3 (29,6%) respondents said they are not. Only 0,6% encountered difficulties answering this question. It is worth to note that among those claimed themselves to be "believers" females are almost twice as many as males – 45,9% vs. 23,9% respectively. 
Table 1
Do you consider yourself to be believer? 
	
	Males(%)
	Females(%)
	Total(%)

	Yes
	23,9
	45,9
	69,8

	No
	17,4
	12,2
	29,6

	Do not know
	0,6
	0
	0,6

	Total
	41,9
	58,1
	100


Correlations with nationality. Among our respondents, Buryats appeared to be the most religious people – 79,4% identified themselves as believers, and 20,6% claimed they do not believe in God. Among the other nationalities (mostly Tartars, Tajiks, Uzbeks) this correlation looks like 72% and 28% respectively. 
Table 1.1

Do you consider yourself to be believer? (%)
	
	Russians
	Buryats
	Others

	Yes
	68,5
	79,4
	72

	No
	30,8
	20,6
	28

	Do not know
	0,7
	0
	0


At the first glance ethno-confessional culture of the Eastern Siberia is not very variable and pluralistic, because there are no well established ethno-religious groups with rigid boundaries here. The vast majority of the local population are Russians, - almost in the same proportion as in our survey, - and they comprise in turn a core of Christian religion, to be more exact – of the Orthodox religious community – 75,1% of the general number of respondents. Besides, among our Russian respondents-believers 1,6% identified themselves as Catholics, 1,2% - as Protestants, and 0,4% - as Buddhists. 
Buryats, mostly in accordance with their ethno-cultural identification, claimed themselves to be Buddhists – 5,3%, Shamanists – 3,3%, and the Orthodox Christians – 1,2%.  
During the data processing the category "uncertain" also emerged, the latter is comprised of respondents who called themselves "believers", but failed to identify their religious adherence. There are 4,1% of Russians, and 0,4% of Buryats, which fell in this category. Some of them said they "just believe in God", without any self-attribution to this or that confession or denomination. 
Table 2
Correlations of religious adherence and nationality
(% of general number of respondents-believers)
	Confession
	Nationality
	Total

	
	Russians

	Buryats

	Others

	

	Russian Orthodox
	75,1
	1,2
	1,6
	77,9

	Buddhism, Shamanism   
	0,4
	8,6
	0
	9

	Islam 
	0
	0
	4,9
	4,9

	"uncertain" believers 
	4,1
	0,4
	0
	4,5

	Catholicism, Protestantism 
	2,9
	0
	0,8
	3,7

	Total 
	82,5
	10,2
	7,3
	100


Taking into account the fact that the majority of those claimed themselves to be believers are not practicing religious rites in a proper way
, we did not asked the "traditional" questions regarding the level of religiosity, its intensity, and so on. Instead, we proposed to focus on the level of religious tolerance that concerns, in fact, each member of a society, regardless of his/her involvement into an ecclesiastical practice, and/or ideological sentiments. 
At the same time, our questionnaire included questions on how often do people attend a service in Church, and how often do they read religious literature. Through these indicators we planned to map the boundaries of so called formal religiosity of the people of Siberia, because nothing but this formal type of ecclesiastical experience, according to some Russian researchers, is historically bound up with "rigorous intolerance towards a dissidence of any kind".
 
Correlation of sex and formal religiosity. Thus, judging by the frequency of participation in divine service female respondents again appear to be more active religious practitioners then men. Our respondents – women attend churches, Buddhist temples, mosques, prayer houses three times more regularly, then respondents – men. At the same time, men who are not attending the divine service at all as many as 1,7% more then those of women.  
Table 3
The level of formal religiosity
(Attendance of service in reference to sex (%))
	Frequency of attendance of divine service
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Attend every day
	0
	0,6
	0,6

	Attend every second day 
	0,3
	1,4
	1,7

	Attend only Sunday service 
	2,9
	6,8
	9,7

	Attend from time to time 
	18,5
	30,8
	49,3

	Do not attend at all 
	20,2
	18,5
	38,7

	Total 
	41,9
	58,1
	100


Correlation of frequency of the service attendance and religious adherence. Only 1,5% of our respondents – Christians visit a church every day, while 3% of adherents of this religion attend the divine service every second day. It is noticeable that among those who claimed themselves to be believers, but failed to identify their adherence attend the church every second day 9,1%. 14,5% of our respondents – Christians (of various confessions) attend the divine service on Sunday only, like 8,3% of Muslims, and 9,1% of those believers who did not attribute themselves to this or that religion. The category of those who attend the service sporadically ("from time to time") is comprised of the majority of all confessional groups, including "uncertain" believers, those claimed themselves to be nonbelievers, and those who failed to answer – whether he/she believe or not. Nevertheless, 100% of respondents from the latter group said they visit the church from time to time, like 65,5% of our respondents-Christians, 54,5% of the "uncertain" believers, 50% of Buddhists, 41,7% of Muslims, and 19,2% of nonbelievers. 
It is worth to note that among our respondents-believers there are many of those who do not attend the divine service at all. Exactly half of the respondents-Buddhists, and Muslims claimed they are not eager to visit the temple or mosque. The very same position was claimed by 27,3% of "uncertain" believers, and by 15,5% of representatives of various Christian confessions. 
Table 4
The level of formal religiosity
 (Attendance of service in reference to religious adherence (%))
	Frequency of attendance of divine service
	Believers
	Nonbelievers
	Failed to answer, whether they believe or not

	
	Christians

	Buddhists
	Muslims
	"Uncertain" believers
	
	

	Attend every day
	1,5
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Attend every second day 
	3
	0
	0
	9,1
	0
	0

	Attend only Sunday service 
	14,5
	0
	8,3
	9,1
	1
	0

	Attend from time to time 
	65,5
	50
	41,7
	54,5
	19,2
	100

	Do not attend at all 
	15,5
	50
	50
	27,3
	79,8
	0


Especially interesting here looks to us the group of respondents who identified themselves as nonbelievers. By definition itself they are not supposed to visit the church, nevertheless, 19,2% of these respondents declared that they attend the service sporadically, and 1% visit the church on Sunday. Why? We can presuppose only that these people either: attend the service "just in case"
, or: are in a kind of marginal position, in a transition from unfaith to faith. If the latter is true it once again confirms a relativity of existential and epistemological boundaries between the believers and nonbelievers.
 
Relatively low level of the formal religiosity was revealed by our respondent when they answered the question on interest in religious literature. 68,7% said they never read this kind of books or magazines. Only 4,8% read the literature on religious themes regularly, and 26,5% read it sporadically. 
Table 4.1
The level of formal religiosity 
 (Correlation of an interest in religious literature and sex %)
	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Read regularly 
	1,4
	3,4
	4,8

	Read from time to time
	9,7
	16,8
	26,5

	Do not read at all
	30,8
	37,9
	68,7

	Total
	41,9
	58,1
	100


The correlation of this indicator (interest in religious literature) and religious adherence is proved to be more intriguing.  Thus, Catholics and Protestants showed the biggest interest in a reading of such kind of literature, in sum 22,2% of these respondents read it regularly, and 66,7% - from time to time. Only 11,1% of adherents of these religions declared that they do not read literature on religious themes at all. The huge number (25%) of our respondents-Muslims declared they read religious literature on a regular basis, half of these respondents read it sporadically, and 25% said they do not read it at all. On the contrary, the vast majority of respondents who identified themselves as the adherents of the Russian Orthodox Church (60,7%) declared they never read religious literature, neither do it 68,8% of Buddhists, and 72,7% of "uncertain" believers, according to our survey. 
Table 4.2
The level of formal religiosity 
 (Correlation of an interest in religious literature and confessional adherence (%))
	
	Believers
	Nonbelievers
	Failed to answer, whether they believe or not

	
	Christians
	Buddhists
	Muslims
	"Uncertain" believers
	
	

	
	Russian Orthodox Church
	Catholics and Protestants
	
	
	
	
	

	Read regularly 
	4,7
	22,2
	0
	25
	9,1
	0
	0

	Read from time to time
	34,6
	66,7
	31,8
	50
	18,2
	5,8
	0

	Do not read at all
	60,7
	11,1
	68,2
	25
	72,7
	94,2
	100


Studying the mutual apprehension and general world-view. Our respondents were asked a question regarding their apprehension of "counterparts" in ecclesiastical sphere. Exactly the question sounds like: "There is an opinion that the all ways lead to God. Do you agree? If you do not, could you call the "wrong" ways?". More then half of our respondents (52,1%) agreed with this sentence, nevertheless 44,2% declared that there are "wrong", or even "dangerous" ways. 3,7% of respondents found it difficult to answer this question. Among the believers 43,9% think that any "way" is acceptable, among the nonbelievers follow suit 7,7% of respondents. 23,9% of respondents-believers did not agree with this sentence, neither do 20, 2% of nonbelievers. 
It should be pointed out that these figures, as it turned out, do not imply, in fact, any sympathy to ecumenical idea, as it will be shown latter, though even in the Russian Orthodox Church there are examples of such kind of thinking
. Nevertheless, only 7,7% of believers and 0,8% of nonbelievers, of those respondents who think all "ways" are acceptable, expressed positive attitude toward an ecumenical idea. And vice versa, 32,5% of respondents-believers, who agreed that "all ways lead to God" (46,5% of general number of believers), consider an ecumenical idea as meaningless. 
Table 5
Correlation between the answer "all the ways lead to God" and an attitude toward an ecumenical idea (%)
	
	"All the ways lead to God"
	Total

	
	Believers
	Nonbelievers
	

	Ecumenical idea is meaningless
	32,5
	6,2
	38,7

	Ecumenical idea is wonderful 
	7,7
	0,8
	8,5

	Total 
	40,2
	7
	47,2


It is worth to note that among the respondents-Muslims 83,4% (the biggest number) believe that all "ways" are equally acceptable, while among the "uncertain" believers this number counts to 72,7%, among the Russian Orthodox Church – 62,8%, among Buddhists – 59,1%.  Among the rest of our respondents (Catholics, Protestants, and nonbelievers) less then a half follow this attitude. At the same time, 68,3% of nonbelievers, and 66,7% of Catholics and Protestants (together) are sure that there are some "dangerous" ways in religious sphere. 
Table 6
Do you agree that all the ways lead to God? (%)
	
	All the "ways" lead to God
	There are some dangerous "ways"
	Found it difficult to answer

	                        Believers in general
including:
	62,8
	34,3
	2,9

	the Russian Orthodox Church
	62,8
	34,5
	2,6

	Catholics and Protestants
	33,3
	66,7
	0

	Buddhists
	59,1
	36,4
	4,5

	Muslims
	83,4
	8,3
	8,3

	"uncertain" believers 
	72,7
	27,3
	0

	Nonbelievers 
	26
	68,3
	5,7

	Believers from the general number of respondents
	43,9
	23,9
	2

	Nonbelievers from the general number of respondents
	7,7
	20,2
	1,7


We asked those respondents who think there are "dangerous ways" to name such ones. All the answers were grouped in several semantic clusters: "sectarianism", "specific confession or denomination", "wrong interpretation of the Scriptures", "Satanism", and "occultism".  Cluster "sectarianism" is turned to be the most popular, and the hugest one (48,7%). Cluster "specific confession or denomination" is comprised mainly of Islamic fundamentalism, Baptism, Jehovah's Witnesses, the White Church, Aum Senrike (the Unification Church). The Roman Catholicism and the Russian Orthodox Church also were mentioned. It is noticeable, that the Muslims appeared to be the only confessional group, which did not use the term "sect" in their answers. 

We were also interested in establishing correlations between a degree of attractiveness of ecumenism and this or that confessional adherence. An admission of the fact that there are no ideal human society and social institutions is, in our view, one of the prerequisites of peaceful coexistence. There are no ideal mechanisms for comprehension of phenomenal/noumenal reality. In the course of our research we came to conclusion that the word "ecumenism" is being understood differently by different confessions and nonbelievers. Nevertheless, the majority consider it as something to be suspicious and blameworthy.  
For many of our respondents ecumenism means entire elimination of cultural and dogmatic differences, being just mechanical joining of all gods into United God. And this evokes distrust in those who understand God only in rigid confessional way. 16,7% of our respondents-believers declared positive apprehension of ecumenical idea, while 72,7% expressed negative feelings about it. 10,6% of believers chose "another variant of answer", showing indifference to this phenomenon, and/or not believing in its feasibility. 70,2% of nonbelievers think that this idea is meaningless, while 16,3% of respondents from this group still believe that this movement is wonderful.  
76,5% of the Russian Orthodox Church adherents, 75% of Muslims, 59,1% of Buddhists, 55,6% of Catholics and Protestants, 45,4% of "uncertain" believers consider an ecumenical idea as something to be bad.  A variant "it is wonderful" was chosen by 45,4% of "uncertain" believers, 25% of Muslims, 22,2% of Catholics and Protestants, 18,2% of Buddhists, and 14,1% of the Russian Orthodox Church adherents. 
Table 7
Correlation between the religious adherence and an attitude toward ecumenical idea (%)
	
	It is meaningless
	It is wonderful 
	Another variant

	                    Believers in general
including:
	72,7
	16,7
	10,6

	the Russian Orthodox Church
	76,5
	14,1
	9,4

	Catholics and Protestants
	55,6
	22,2
	22,2

	Buddhists
	59,1
	18,2
	22,7

	Muslims
	75
	25
	0

	"uncertain" believers 
	45,4
	45,4
	9,2

	Nonbelievers 
	70,2
	16,3
	13,5

	Believers from the general number of respondents
	50,7
	11,7
	7,4

	Nonbelievers from the general number of respondents
	20,8
	4,8
	4


Russian authorities and ecclesiastical sphere. We can observe the process of joining of political and religious institutions in today's Russia, wherein the Russian Orthodox Church steadily aspires to acquire the status of official state religion. As a rule, representatives of the local and federal authorities (both executive and legislatives ones) turned to be engaged with the Orthodox Church, thus influencing in the same way Russian society as a whole. With the words of prominent Russian sociologist Vladimir Yadov, - "Russian people are renowned for their amazing adaptability", that is almost any innovations "from above" are perceived here with a little criticism, including a straightforward promotion of the Orthodox faith.  
More then half of our respondents in various confessional groups and beyond said that Russian authorities definitely have their own religious preferences, and it is normal, but they (authorities) would better have not displayed their sympathies in the way they do. At the same time, 75% of our respondents-Muslims, and 50% of those who found it difficult to answer this question think that Russian officials are unbiased enough in their relations with different religious organizations. We can presuppose that these "loyal" answers of Muslims are determined, at least partly, by complicated situation and apprehension of Islam adherents in today's Russia, especially keeping in mind that many of Muslims in Siberia are guest workers (migrants) from Central and Middle Asia. This phenomenon is well known in sociology and social psychology - sometimes people in hard circumstances indulge in wishful thinking.  
Table 8
Russian authorities in relation to religious communities (%)
	
	They are unbiased
	They have their obvious preferences
	I do not care

	                      Believers in general
including:
	38,4
	60,4
	1,2

	the Russian Orthodox Church
	39,8
	58,6
	1,6

	Catholics and Protestants
	11,1
	88,9
	0

	Buddhists
	31,8
	68,2
	0

	Muslims
	75
	25
	0

	"uncertain" believers 
	9,1
	90,9
	0

	Found it difficult to answer
	50
	50
	0

	Nonbelievers in general
	45,2
	52,9
	1,9

	Believers from the general number of respondents
	26,8
	42,2
	0,8

	Nonbelievers from the general number of respondents
	13,4
	15,7
	0,5

	Males
	14,5
	26,8
	0,6

	Females 
	24,9
	32,5
	0,7


It is interesting that there are many respondents, which "understand" authorities publicly demonstrating their religious sympathies and antipathies, and think that those in power undoubtedly have such a right. Such kind of answer gave us 36,4% of "uncertain" believers, 18,2% of Buddhists, 16,6% of Catholics, 15,2% of the Russian Orthodox Church adherents, 8,6% nonbelievers, and 8,3% of Muslims. Among the arguments for this attitude there were comments exactly from the vocabulary of civil rights activists and advocates: "each man possesses a right to profess his own convictions", "we all are free and independent in our worldview", "they have a right to demonstrate their own preferences, but have no right to impose it upon", "they may demonstrate their sympathies, but only at their homes, where they are not any officials". 
The most rigid rejection of such a behavior on the side of Russian authorities was expressed by our respondents-Catholics - 44,4%, Buddhists - 36,4%, nonbelievers - 23,1%, the Russian Orthodox Church adherents - 22,5%, "uncertain" believers - 18,2%, and by 8,3% of Muslims. It is noticeable that arguments for this position were also drawn upon the civil liberties vocabulary – our respondents appealed to the principles of democracy and freedom of conscience: "they have no juridical right to do that", "the faith and convictions of officials cannot be used as means and justification for promotion of certain religious ideas", "do we have a freedom of religion here, or we do not?". 
As it seems to us, this ambivalence is a result or reflection of imperfection and ambivalence   of Russian legislation regulating the relationships in religious sphere. On the one hand, acting legislative documents (Constitution of the Russian Federation, Civil Codex of the RF, Federal "Law on Freedom of Worship and Religious Organizations"(1997)) point out that each citizen of Russia is free to worship any religion individually or in association with others or not to worship any, regardless of his/her political, economical, social and cultural status. On the other hand, the same legislative acts restrict and hinder this freedom: in Russia actual practice runs counter to the legal ban on espousing religious superiority and the affirmation that "all religious organizations are separated from the State and equal before the Law" (see "Law on Freedom of Worship and Religious Organizations," Items 3 and 4, 1997). In addition to the extraordinary media attention lavished on the Church and its activities, the above-mentioned legislation is not backed up by any implementation mechanism and is severely limited by the "fifteen years" rule, according to which a religious organization can be officially registered only after it is able to document its existence in Russia for not less then fifteen years (Item 11, 1999 following a review of the 1997 Law by the Constitutional Court).
The possibility of religious conflict in Siberia and Russia. Why do conflicts with religious background still exist? The received answers on this question included such variants as "religious and racial plurality", "political interests", "ethnic intolerance", "religious fanaticism", and even "religious incompetence".    
The most aggravating factors in escalating of the religious conflicts include, according to our respondents, "propaganda" – 59,6% of believers, 52,1% of nonbelievers; and "the intrinsic character of this or that religion" – 50% of believers, 58,6% of nonbelievers. 
Table 9
The most aggravating factors in escalating of the religious conflict (%)
	Aggravating factors
	Believers
	Nonbelievers

	Ethnicity
	36,3
	30,8

	Race 
	32,4
	37,5

	The intrinsic character of religion
	50
	58,6

	Economics 
	28,9
	31,7

	Historical memory 
	25,3
	31,7

	Propaganda 
	52,1
	59,6

	Another variant 
	2,3
	1,9


Thus, whether religious conflict is possible in Siberia? 37,6% of our respondents answered to this question positively. Among these 39,6% of believers and 36,1% of nonbelievers. They gave for this view the following reasons: "it is too easy to stir up ethno-religious hatred", "too many various religions exist here in Siberia", "too many nationalities live here". Catholics and Protestants are mostly concerned with this possibility among our respondents – 51% and 66,7% respectively. 
Nevertheless, the majority do not consider the religious conflict as possible thing in Siberia - 61,8% of respondents (including 66,7% of nonbelievers, and 53,8% of believers).  The reasons: "the vast majority of local population is comprised of the Russian Orthodox Church adherents", "there is traditional tolerance – both national and religious – of Siberian people". 
Thus, according to our respondents, both believers and nonbelievers, the religious conflict is hardly possible in Siberia, at least in the nearest perspective. Both groups demonstrate to a degree a formal religiosity and moderate tolerance to each other and between various religious communities. 
It is worth to add, at the same time, that such humanistic tendency still existing in Siberia, more and more often is being challenged by newly emerged, but, in fact, very old tendencies of dividing and opposition in Russian society – between government and people, between religion and religion, between people and people. 
The content-analysis
Religion in the Russian media: the volume and character of information.

Preliminary notes: 

1. The time span of analysis embraces six years, from January 2000 through April, 2006.  

2. Number of articles analyzed – 200.
3. Sources: various Russian newspapers and electronic media. 
4. The number of “obvious” conflicts with religious background discovered (a “minus” in the chart) - 87.

5. The general number of positive materials (a “plus” in the chart) - 113.

6. The percentage of these categories as spread out in the time span:

2000: a “plus” – 50 %; a “minus” – 50 % 

2001: a “plus” – 72,7 %; a “minus”– 27,2 %

2002: a “plus” – 64,4 %; a “minus” – 35,5 %  
2003: a “plus” – 50,7  %; a “minus” – 49,2 % 

2004: a “plus” – 48,4 %; a “minus” – 52,6 % 

2005: a “plus” – 40 %; a “minus” – 60 %

2006 (January-April): a “plus” – 66,7 %; a “minus” – 33,3 %.   
7. The percentage of these categories in relevance to the general number of articles analyzed (200): a “plus” – 56,5 %; a “minus” – 43,5 %. 
2000 
(examples)
	N
	Subject
	Evaluation
	Region of Russia

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	1. 
	The Kaliningrad Governor calls for introducing the Russian Orthodox Religion as discipline into the middle schools (Православие.Ру: 27 марта 2000 года)
	+
	
	Kaliningrad

	2. 
	Contribution to the programs of spiritual development and revival in Russia (НГ-Религия 26 апреля 2000 года)
	+
	
	Moscow

	3. 
	The Holy Patriarch speaks against the teaching of the Orthodoxy in the middle schools ("Православная Газета", 4 апреля 2000 года)
	
	_
	Not specified 


	4. 
	The Russian Minister of Education is against the introducing of the theology into the curricula of the middle schools (НТВ.ру: 16 октября 2000 год)
	
	_
	

	
	Total for a year
	2
	2
	3


2001 
(examples)
	N
	Subject
	Evaluation
	Region of Russia

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	5. 
	The radical islamists were collaborating with some regional administrations, according to the data of the Russian Ministry of Justice  (НТВ.ру: 10 апреля 2001 год)
	
	-
	Adygea 

	6. 
	The atheist youth organization “Burevestnik” intends to conduct  a protest meeting near the grave of the Bishop Anthony (Regions.Ru: 13 июля 2001 года)
	
	_
	Altay  



	7. 
	The Altay Bishop Anthony met the senator of the State Duma Vladimir Ryzhkov and the Missile Forces’ Commander Konstantin Swidersky (Regions.Ru: 5 июня 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	8. 
	The atheist youth organization “Burevestnik” is not against Anthony who passed away recently, but against the building of a church on the Mamay kurgan. (Regions.Ru: 16 июля 2001 года)
	
	_
	Barnaul

	9. 
	The Congress of Nationalities of Russia complains of the Yekaterinburg eparchy   (Religio.Ru: 19 декабря 2001 года)
	
	_
	Yekaterinburg 


	10. 
	The Orthodox Church will sanctify the local Revenue Office in Yekaterinburg (Regions.Ru: 7 декабря 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	11. 
	The Yekaterinburg Bishop Vikenty gave an audience in his residency to the rector of the Ural State Pedagogical University ("Православная газета": 18 декабря 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	12. 
	The Law on Prohibition of the Extremist Religious Activity  was banned by the local Prosecutor’s Office  in Kabardino-Balkaria (Regions.Ru: 19 июля 2001 года)
	
	_
	Kabardino-Balkaria

	13. 
	An agreement on further collaboration was signed  by the local administration and the Orthodox Eparchy in Kemerovo  (Regions.Ru: 23 ноября 2001 года)
	+
	
	Kemerovo 

	14. 
	The Orthodox clergy was appointed for the first time as a teacher in the kindergarten (Regions.Ru: 23 октября 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	15. 
	An agreement on collaboration was signed by the local administration’s Department of Education and the Orthodox Eparchy in Kostroma (Regions.Ru: 3 декабря 2001 года)
	+
	
	Kostroma

	16. 
	The Orthodox Religion will be taught to the adolescent delinquents (Regions.Ru: 15 ноября 2001 года)
	+
	
	Kursk

	17. 
	 The mosque was opened in the State Pedagogical University in Makhachkala (Regions.Ru: 9 октября 2001 года)
	+
	
	Makhachkala

	18. 
	 An agreement on collaboration was signed by the Moscow District  administration and the Moscow Orthodox Eparchy (Росбалт: 13 ноября 2001 года)
	+
	
	Moscow


	19. 
	The first chapel at the airport will be sanctified by the Orthodox clergy in Domodedovo  (Эхо Москвы: 17 Августа 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	20. 
	The Moscow Patriarchy blames Vatican saying it is going to conquest the canonical Orthodoxy territory (NTV.Ru: 22 июня 2001 года)
	
	_
	

	21. 
	The projects on the State-Church relationships will be discussed by academicians and religious activists during the round-table in the local administration (ВолгаИнформ: 29 октября 2001 года)
	+
	
	Nizhniy Novgorod 


	22. 
	The “black list” of religious organizations was created in Nizhniy (НТВ.ру: 7 июня 2001 год)
	
	_
	

	23. 
	The Orthodoxy corners will be established in every asylum for kids (Regions.Ru: 28 ноября 2001 года)
	+
	
	Omsk

	24. 
	Putin assured he will support the traditional religions in Russia   (Полит.Ру: 17 декабря 2001 года)
	+
	
	Not specified 

	25. 
	The new amendments to the Law on Freedom of Religion of Russia are ready  (Religio.Ru: 6 ноября 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	26. 
	Russia is going to harden the persecutions of religious extremists (Religio.Ru: 23 октября 2001 года)
	+
	
	

	
	Total for a year
	24
	9
	19


2002 
(examples) 
	N
	Subject
	Evaluation 
	Region of Russia 

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	27. 
	The Russian border-troops of the Far East and the Russian Orthodox Church will sign an agreement on collaboration (Regions.Ru: 24 мая 2002 года)
	+
	
	Vladivostok

	28. 
	The Orthodox traffic rules were adopted recently   (Коммерсант: 6 августа 2002 года
	+
	
	Voronezh 

	29. 
	In the kinder asylum the Orthodox chapel was established   (ВолгаИнформ: 24 июля 2002 года)
	+
	
	Irkutsk

	30. 
	The State Duma of the Russian Federation is considering an appeal to the President regarding the activity of the Roman Catholic Church in Russia (РИА "Новости": 16 апреля 2002 года)
	+
	
	Moscow

	31. 
	The first chapel at the train station was sanctified by the Orthodox clergy at Moscow Kurskiy vokzal (Regions.Ru: 16 апреля 2002 года)
	+
	
	

	32. 
	 Zhirinovskiy calls to establishment of the Orthodoxy as an official State Religion in Russia (NTVRU.com: 2 сентября 2002 года)
	+
	
	

	33. 
	Putin claims that only religion alone is able to bring to people the real human values (Эхо Москвы: 30 августа 2002 года)
	+
	
	

	34. 
	The Orthodoxy clergyman divided the Russian media into the “pro-sectarian” and the “anti-sectarian” ones  (Religio.Ru: 31 января 2002 года)
	
	_
	

	35. 
	The State Duma applauded to the decision of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia not to issue the Russian visas to the Vatican’s representatives (РИА Новости: 15 февраля 2002 года)
	
	_
	

	36. 
	The Russian State Police (militsiya) and the Russian Orthodox Church signed an agreement on collaborative fight against the totalitarian sects, youth crime, and stealing from churches (ИА "Росбалт": 25 июня 2002 года)
	+
	
	

	37. 
	The St Petersburg City Parliament’s Marian Palace was sanctified by the local Orthodox Eparchy    (Портал-Credo.ru: 6 января 2002 года)
	+
	
	St Petersburg 

	
	Total for a year
	29
	16
	27


2003 
(examples)
	N
	Subject
	Evaluation 
	Region of Russia 

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	38. 
	The Arkhangelsk authorities destroyed the WWII Heroes memorial to clean the place for new Orthodox church  (Regions.ru: 28 ноября 2005 года)
	
	_
	Arkhangelsk

	39. 
	The local Muslims in Vologda are creating the “black list” of officials   (Regions.Ru: 19 февраля 2003 года)
	
	_
	Vologda

	40. 
	The border guarders will be put on the (military) oath in accordance with the Orthodox canons (РИА "Новости": 20 июля 2003 года)
	+
	
	Kamchatka 

	41. 
	Agreement on collaboration was signed between the Department of Justice of the Lipetsk administration and local Orthodox Eparchy (Портал-Credo.ru: 31 июля 2003 года)
	+
	
	Lipetsk

	42. 
	The Second All-Russian Civic Congress ignored the question of ensuring the religious freedom in Russia   (Портал-Credo.ru: 13 декабря 2005 года)
	
	_
	Moscow



	43. 
	Agreement on collaboration was signed between  the Government of Nizhniy Novgorod and local Orthodox Eparchy (Нижегородская епархия: 16 сентября 2003 года)
	+
	
	Nizhniy Novgorod 

	44. 
	In Sunday school the subject “Sectology” was introduced (НТА: 22 декабря 2003 года)
	+
	
	

	45. 
	On the official website of the Omsk administration the local Orthodox Eparchy is represented better than the administration’s departments and agencies  (Regions.Ru: 6 августа 2003 года)
	+
	
	Omsk

	46. 
	The local mayor Igor Papkov  was awarded with the Patriarch medal for an “involvement of youth into the Orthodox Religion” (Regions.Ru: 10 июля 2003 года)
	+
	
	Perm


	47. 
	Putin said that 90% of believers in Russia are the Orthodox Christians, and he, as president, should take it into account (SOVA: 30 сентября 2003 года) 
	+
	
	Not specified 


	48. 
	 The Orthodox Church was advised to support the party “United Russia” (Газета.Ру: 1 марта 2003 года)
	+
	
	

	49. 
	An agreement on collaboration was signed between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Russian Orthodox Church  ("Вести": 27 ноября 2003 года)
	+
	
	

	50. 
	The Communist Party of Russia is flirting with the Orthodox Church, - as pro-Putin youth organization “Coming together” representatives say ("Первый канал": 29 ноября 2003 года)
	
	_
	

	51. 
	The young communists of St Petersburg are against the Jehovah Witnesses  (ИА "Росбалт": 9 февраля 2003 года)
	
	_
	St Petersburg

	52. 
	The Saratov Government will be fasting together with the Governor (Вести РТР: 12 марта 2003 года)
	+
	
	Saratov

	53. 
	An agreement on collaboration was signed between the military forces allocated in Saratov region and local Orthodox Eparchy (ИА "Росбалт": 16 октября 2003 года)
	+
	
	

	54. 
	An agreement on collaboration was signed between the Smolensk administration and local Orthodox Eparchy (Государство и религия в России: 15 марта 2003 года)
	+
	
	Smolensk

	55. 
	The Buddhists were blamed to be the “totalitarian sect” (Regions.Ru: 3 марта 2003 года)
	
	_
	Chelyabinsk 

	
	Total for a year
	33
	32
	32


2004 
(examples)
	N
	Subject
	Evaluation 
	Region of Russia 

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	56. 
	Atheists are against the clericalization of the state. The first anticlerical conference to be held in Moscow.   (Портал-Credo.ru: 27 декабря 2004 года)
	
	_
	Moscow

	57. 
	The clergymen serving in a church situated nearby the Baikonur cosmodrome were awarded the title “A honored tester of a cosmic technique” (РИА "Новости": 6 мая 2004 года)
	+
	
	

	58. 
	The Muslims of Nizhniy Novgorod are against the Valentine Day  (НТА "Приволжье": 13 февраля 2004 года)
	
	_
	Nizhniy Novgorod

	59. 
	Citizens of Saratov are protesting against the building of the Mormon Temple (ГТРК "Саратов": 2 августа 2004 года)
	
	_
	Saratov

	60. 
	 The Orthodox Church receives the tax privileges (Саратовская ГТРК: 28 января 2004 года)
	+
	
	

	61. 
	Father Alexander will sanctify the cars of the local road police  ("Тюменская линия": 5 мая 2004 года)
	+
	
	Tyumen 

	
	Total for a year
	15
	16
	20


2005 
(examples)
	N
	Subject
	Evaluation 
	Region of Russia 

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	62. 
	The Voronezh State Military Institute of Radio-electronics introduces the Orthodox Religion dogmas into the Institute’s curricula   (Портал-Credo.ru: 3 ноября 2005 года)
	+
	
	Voronezh

	63. 
	The pupils in Kaluga began to study the “basics of the Orthodox culture” (Патриархия.ру: 29 декабря 2005 года)
	+
	
	Kaluga

	64. 
	The Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation expressed willingness to hire the Orthodox clergymen  (РИА "Новости": 23 ноября 2005 года)
	+
	
	Not specified

	
	Total for a year 
	8
	12
	14


2006 год 

(examples)

	N
	Subject
	Evaluation 
	Region of Russia 

	
	
	positive/ neutral
	negative
	

	65. 
	The religious institutions of education may be granted with a right to issue the state diplomas to graduates (NEWSru.com: 11 января 2006 года)
	+
	
	Not specified

	66. 
	The Orthodox Church in St Petersburg demanded to abolish the teaching of the Darwinian theory  in middle schools due to its “anti-Christian nature” (Портал-Credo.ru: 27 февраля 2006 года)
	
	_
	St Petersburg

	
	Total for January-April, 2006 
	2
	1
	3


As it may be seen from the chart there are several vectors of activity of the Russian Orthodox Church – towards creating the connections with state authorities; toward force structures; towards youth. Another point I would like to stress is the fact that the “traditional four” (ROC, Islam, Buddhism, and Judaism) are being covered in Russian media more broadly and deeply, with the preference to the ROC nevertheless, while the rest denominations either appear in a problematic light, or do not appear at all.  
The interview with experts.

I interviewed as experts 6 clergymen, 4 governmental officials, and 4 scholars in the field of religion. The questions that were discussed: What kind of perception of each other exists among the leaders of different confessions and denominations in Russia? How do they treat the governmental policy in the field of religious relations? How do governmental officials treat different religious communities? What are the most crucial problems in the sphere of religious life in Russia, from the standpoint of academicians? How can a certain church influence on the political decisions? Is the autonomy of churches possible in today's Russia, and if so, what are the advantages and shortcomings of this "independence"?
Among the clergymen there were interviewed 1 Orthodox, 1 Catholic, 1Baptist, 1 Jehovah’s Witness, 1 Buddhist, and 1 Muslim clergyman. 
Among the governmental officials there were interviewed the experts from the Department of the Religious and Ethnic Affairs of the Irkutsk Regional Administration.

Among the scholars there were interviewed two historians and two sociologists from the Irkutsk State University, and Irkutsk State Technical University.

There were some unexpected obstacles during these interviews, and, first of all, in arranging those. It surprised me, but majority of the clergymen went for interview rather reluctantly (except for Jehovah’s Witness, who seemed to be almost happy, upon my invitation). It turned out that the Catholic Bishop serving in Irkutsk Temple of the Mary’s Pure Heart was not available until last week, exactly as the Buddhist Lama of the Temple in Ulan-Ude. Finally, I was given an opportunity to interview them. Now I am processing the data and waiting for a meeting with Irkutsk Rabbi which is to happen in early July. That is why I do not present here the results of expert interview – it makes sense only as a whole, when all answers are compared, the correlations are done, and dependencies are established.  
Back to main page
� This is confirmed by a number of longitude sociological surveys in today's Russia. See for example: Каариайнен К., Фурман Д. М. (ред.) Старые церкви, новые верующие. СПб.: Летний сад, 2000; Филатов С.Б. Религия и общество: очерки религиозной жизни современной России. М.: Летний сад, 2002; данные исследований Фонда «Общественное мнение» (1994-2004 гг.).


� Баранников В.П., Матронина Л.Ф. Динамика религиозности в информационном обществе // СОЦИС, 2004. № 9, С. 104.


� There were not discovered any principal differences in this category among the Russian Orthodox Church adherents, Catholics, or Protestants. 


� Probably, it is just that "fear of the death", described by Peter Berger. (The Sacred Canopy. Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion. Doubleday: New York, 1967. P.80) 


� See also discussion on this matter: Гаврилов Ю.А., Кофанова Е.Н., Мчедлов М.П., Шевченко А.Г. Конфессиональные особенности peculiarities религиозной веры и представлений о ее социальных функциях // СОЦИС, 2005. № 6, С. 50.


� According to the renowned Russian Orthodox ecumenist Filaret (Drozdov), "the earthly barriers do not reach the heavens".  
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