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September, 2005 – June, 2006
In accordance with the project timetable and objectives, the following activity was carried out in September, 2005 – June, 2006
1. The Project's web-site has been maintained. 

2. Critical analysis of a legislation of the Russian Federation regulating the relations in religious sphere was finalized. 
3. Public opinion poll data was processed and analyzed. (The sampling included 526 respondents.  Objectives of the opinion poll: to establish a level of religiosity, and religious activity of the people of Siberia; to study a level of tolerance and mutual apprehension among the adherents of this or that religious community; to study the governmental position in the field of religious relationships; to analyze the chances of religious conflict in today's Siberia). 
4. An article "Religious Tolerance in Today's Russia: Prospects and Implications" was forwarded to the CPS/ Budapest, approved, and is to be published in September in Policy Perspectives.
5. An analysis of newspapers (local and national) and electronic media has been conducted. The categories of analysis included the dynamics, volume of attention, and the context of evaluation regarding different religious communities existing in Russia; 
6. The interview with experts was conducted. To these I attributed clergymen, governmental officials, and scholars in the field of religion (7 clergymen, 4 officials, and 4 academics). The questions that were discussed: What kind of perception of each other exists among the leaders of different confessions and denominations in Russia? How do they treat the governmental policy in the field of religious relations? How do governmental officials treat different religious communities? What are the most crucial problems in the sphere of religious life in Russia, from the standpoint of academicians? How can a certain church influence on the political decisions? Is the autonomy of churches possible in today's Russia, and if so, what are the advantages and shortcomings of this "independence"?

7. The Policy Paper and Research Paper are to be published in autumn, 2007, due to the necessity of processing of the research data obtained in the last moment (interviews with the Buddhist Lama from Ulan-Ude and with the Catholic clergy in Irkutsk were conducted only these days, due to the problems of availability of these people). 
8. A round-table on the problems of state-church relations in today's Russian society is scheduled on the October, 2007, to be held at the Irkutsk State University, and the call for participants is being disseminated now.
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